
 

PSLSC MEMBER NEWSLETTER 

4th May 2024 

THANK YOU FOR A FANTASTIC SEASON – A MESSAGE 
FROM THE CHAIRPERSON 

 

“As the sun sets on another busy season on our 
beach, I want to take a moment to reflect on what 
we've accomplished. Collectively, we've dedicated 
over 6,000 volunteer hours to keep our community 
safe along the 14km of coastline that we patrol. On 
behalf of the Club and the broader community, I want 
to extend a heartfelt thank you to everyone who 
contributed their time and energy to making this 
season a success. 

 

We're part of an extraordinary movement, bringing together people from ages 5 to 85, who share a common 
goal: looking after others while striving for personal growth. If you reflect, there are really no other 
organisations like us in NZ. 
 
A special thank you goes out to our sponsors, funders, and supporters. Without your generous support, we 
wouldn't be able to do what we do. You're vital to our existence, and we encourage everyone to support 
those who support us. We truly appreciate your partnership and commitment. 
 
Our Club continues to grow in many areas - Lifeguarding, Junior Surf, and Surf Sports. This growth increases 
the demand on our volunteers, staff, and facilities. As you take some well-deserved time off this offseason, 
I encourage you to think about the future and how we can continue to improve. If you have ideas or 
suggestions, please don't hesitate to reach out to me or any of our Board or Committee members. With a 
membership of 900 people, there's no shortage of great ideas, and many hands make light work, as they 
say. 
 
Stay safe this winter. I am looking forward to seeing you all next season and most importantly having some 

fun doing what we do. Thank you once again for your incredible support.”  
Jim Pearson Chairperson 



. 

MOUNT EVEREST CHALLENGE  

 

Image: From left: The Breeze's Jolene, PSLSC Board Members Jo Miller and Matt Billett, and Max from the 
Breeze. 
 
The local community came together in an inspiring show of support for the annual Mount Everest Challenge, 
raising an impressive $15,598.33 for our club. Clubbies and locals took on the challenge by climbing Mount 
Everest's equivalent height, while others contributed through generous donations. Every effort, big or small, 
played a part in reaching this remarkable total. 
 
The fundraising effort concluded with a presentation, where Board Members Jo Miller and Matt Billett 
accepted a cheque from Jolene and Max of The Breeze Tauranga FM.  
 

https://www.facebook.com/TheBreezeTauranga


THANK YOU to everyone who participated or donated. This significant contribution will go a long way toward 
supporting important causes at the club. And THANK YOU to the Breeze for running this amazing event to 
support our club. 

. 

JACK BULLOCK UNDER THE SPOTLIGHT 

 

As the Junior Surf Sports season draws to a close, Coach Jack Bullock 
finds himself in the spotlight, celebrating a career that began at the age 
of 7 and culminated in a recent Oceans win for our club. But his journey 
wasn't without its share of hurdles. 

 

From Tripping to Triumphs 

Jack's early years at Pāpāmoa SLSC were marked by mishaps and missteps. "I remember tripping during 
a warm-up run and skinning my hip and elbows," recalls Jack. "It wasn't always smooth sailing. There were 
times I cried and refused to participate, but my mom and my coach at the time, Kurt, kept pushing me." 
 
Despite these initial struggles, Jack developed a passion for surf sports. He fondly remembers the end of 
season get-togethers and the influence of coaches like Katrina, who encouraged him to be aggressive on 
the start line. "She told me to 'put my race face on,' and that stuck with me," he shares. 

 
. 

 
. 

 

A Path to Coaching 

Jack's competitive spirit grew over time, culminating in a successful transition to coaching in 2016/2017. "I 
was in my first year out of school and looking for extra money," Jack explains. "Matt Cairns, the head coach 
at the time, asked me if I wanted to coach, and I said yes. It was out of my comfort zone, but I felt it was a 
way to give back." 
 



Initially, he led the U9 and U10s in the Oceans development program, affectionately known as "Jack's 
Juniors." However, the journey to becoming head junior coach wasn't without its challenges. The 2017/2018 
season saw a decline in the team's success, with Oceans being moved to Owerā. The following season, 
Andrew Newton, the new head coach, left, leaving Jack to fill the gap. 
"I felt like I couldn't walk away," Jack recalls. "I had coached these kids for years, and they deserved the 
same experiences I had." 
 
Taking on the role of Head Junior Coach in 2019/2020, Jack's goal was to rebuild the Oceans team and 
eventually win the Oceans Cup. With dedication and resilience, his team achieved its first Oceans win, a 
significant milestone for Pāpāmoa SLSC. 
 
Reflecting on the victory, Jack acknowledges that there's still work to be done. "Winning Oceans doesn't 
mean we're flawless. We have weak points to address," he notes. "It's a balancing act, but we're on the right 
path." 

 
. 

 
. 

 
. 

 

Beyond the Surf 

Jack's life extends beyond the surf club. He works as an assistant swim coach at the Mount Maunganui 
Swim Club, coaching a variety of athletes. When he's not at the beach or in the pool, Jack enjoys gaming, 
Dungeons & Dragons, and other tabletop games. 
 
Despite the early challenges and setbacks, Jack Bullock has emerged as a leader in surf sports, guiding his 
team to success and proving that perseverance pays off. With the Oceans win under his belt, his journey 
continues to inspire the next generation of surf lifesavers. 

. 

  



LIFEGUARDING 

 

Wāhine on Water Event Draws Massive Interest 

  
The Eastern Region is thrilled to have a huge number of registrations for the upcoming Wāhine on Water 
event at Pāpāmoa SLSC on Sunday 19th May.  
 
While the event primarily focuses on Inflatable Rescue Boats (IRBs), organizer Robynne Cabusao notes that 
participation is open to all. " I’ve heard that there are some Wāhine who aren't necessarily interested in IRB's 
but are still keen to be part of this event. We would love their help!,” she says. Those interested in getting 
involved should email Robynne at robynne.cabusao@surflifesaving.org.nz. Volunteers are also welcome to 
attend to enjoy the day's activities and observe the action. 
 
The organisers are also seeking additional IRB drivers, IRB crew, and Rescue Water Craft (RWC) operators 
to help with water safety on the day. If you have these skills and can offer your support, please email Robynne.  
 
With a high level of interest, the Wāhine on Water event promises to be a day filled with camaraderie, fun, 
and a strong focus on water safety. 

mailto:robynne.cabusao@surflifesaving.org.nz


 

Image: Front from left: Bay of Plenty Club Development Officer Robynne Cabusao, Emily Mardon, Gracie 
Jackson and Instructor Ryan Hohneck. 
 

Intermediate Lifeguard School Empowers Future Leaders 

  
Young Lifeguards Emily Mardon and Gracie Jackson recently attended a two-day Intermediate Lifeguard 
School camp at Waihi, designed for lifeguards with 1-2 seasons of experience. This training helps 
participants enhance their skills and knowledge to progress toward senior lifeguard roles. 
  
During the camp, participants learned about key areas such as professionalism, leadership, helicopter 
landing zones, rock safety, and various types of rescues. They also practiced teamwork, first aid, and how 
to work with police, ambulance, and fire services, while also preparing for stressful situations. 
  
Beyond technical training, the camp provided an opportunity for lifeguards from across the region to 
connect, build friendships, and share experiences. The knowledge and connections gained at this camp are 
sure to help Emily and Gracie as they continue to grow in their lifeguarding careers. 



 

IRB Courses Starting Soon 
  
Our IRB Crewperson Course starts this Sunday May 
5th at 9am - there’s still time to sign up. If you are 
keen, please email Ryan Hohneck 
rhohneck@gmail.com.  
 
The IRB Drivers Course will start after the Crewperson 
course, with expressions of interest and details to 
come late May or early June. 
 
Keep an eye on the Lifeguarding Facebook page for 
more details.  

 

. 

SENIOR SURF SPORTS 

Pāpāmoa Shines at Australian National Surf Championships 

 

mailto:rhohneck@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/475572635954916


 

Pāpāmoa's senior and master surf athletes recently took on the Australian 
National Championships “The Aussies”, held on the Sunshine Coast in 
April, and they made a memorable impression.  
 
Despite challenging conditions with high swells and unpredictable water 
movements, our team displayed remarkable resilience and talent. 

 

 

The event drew over 8,000 competitors from across the country and was 
livestreamed for audiences nationwide. It was heartening to hear 
Pāpāmoa mentioned frequently during the event, with many of our 
athletes gaining recognition and even interviews. 

 

 
Under 15s 

 
Under 17 Females 

 

 

Highlights from the seven-day competition included the U17 Female Ski 
Relay team and the U15 Male Board Relay team, both of which reached 
their respective finals. Additionally, the U15 Male Beach Relay team made 
it to their final, held under the lights in Mooloolaba - an exciting spectacle. 

 

 

Among individual achievements, Amelie Pearson reached the U17 Female 
Surf Race final, while Bella Davoren secured 12th place in the U17 Female 
2km Ocean Swim. Trelise Chote made it to the semi-final of the U17 
Female Ski Race. In the U15 category, James Whittaker, Lockie Cairns, and 
Luke Gillbanks each reached the semi-finals in their respective events: 
Surf Race, Board Race, and Ironman. 

 



 

In the Masters category, Naomi Davoren and Sandra Boubee delivered 
strong performances. Naomi placed 5th in the 2km Ocean Swim, 7th in the 
Surf Race final, and 9th in the Board Race final. Sandra took 10th in the 
2km Ocean Swim and 15th in the Surf Race final. 

 

We want to express our gratitude to everyone involved in fundraising efforts, as well as to the parents, staff, 
committee members, and the Board for their hard work. A huge thank you goes out to Scales Logistics and 
Nutrikiwi, whose support was crucial in transporting equipment to and from the event. It was also fantastic 
to see our valued sponsors showcased on the equipment we took over for the athletes to race on: Dimond 
Roofing, GJ Gardner Homes NZ, Guild & Spence Electrical, Jarden, Mitre 10 Papamoa, Pak N Save 
Papamoa, Palmers Bethlehem, Sonic Surf Craft 

This trip was an incredible experience for our athletes, and it's exciting to think what the future holds. Plans 
are already in the works for the 2025 Australian National Championships on the Gold Coast. Stay tuned - 
Pāpāmoa is just getting started! 

. 

BEGINNER SURF SKI 

 

The Beginner Surf Ski Programme, led by Jack Bullock, achieved a couple of significant milestone over recent 
weeks. The group successfully made their way from Pilot Bay around the Mount to the main Mount Beach. 
At another session, a small group of paddlers made their way across the channel to Matakana Island. 
 
This programme plays a crucial role in helping youngsters transition from Ocean Athletes into Senior Surf, 
offering a challenging yet supportive environment for skill development. 

https://scaleslogistics.co.nz/
https://nutrikiwi.com/
https://www.dimond.co.nz/
https://www.dimond.co.nz/
https://www.gjgardner.co.nz/
https://guildspence.co.nz/
https://www.jarden.co.nz/
https://www.mitre10.co.nz/
https://www.paknsave.co.nz/upper-north-island/bay-of-plenty/papamoa
https://www.paknsave.co.nz/upper-north-island/bay-of-plenty/papamoa
https://www.palmers.co.nz/
https://www.sonicsurfcraft.co.nz/


 
Congratulations to everyone involved, and here's to many more exciting paddles ahead! 

. 

POOL RESCUE 

9th June - 6th October 2024 

 

Get ready - our Pool Rescue Programme starts next month! Whether you're a seasoned team member or 

want to try something new this year, this is your chance to dive into an exciting experience. Thank you to 
everyone who's shown interest so far. Stay tuned for more updates and details on our Oceans Facebook 
page. Don't miss out on the action!  
 
For more information on Pool Rescue CLICK HERE to visit our website or email Jack Bullock at 
oceans@papamoalifeguards.co.nz 

. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/144698006124640
https://www.facebook.com/groups/144698006124640
https://papamoalifeguards.co.nz/surf-sports/pool-rescue
mailto:oceans@papamoalifeguards.co.nz


 

ATTENTION JUNIOR SURF FAMILIES!  
 
Your Voice Matters! Have you taken our end-of-season survey yet? It only takes 7 minutes and this is your 
chance to shape the future of Junior Surf - so don’t miss out! 
 
Plus, complete the survey by 7th May and you'll be entered to win a fantastic JS prize pack, including a FREE 
child membership for next season!  
 
Your feedback helps us make Junior Surf even better, so grab your chance to share your thoughts! 
 

CLICK HERE to go to the survey - THANK YOU! 

. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QQ9T8WS
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QQ9T8WS


Thank you to our sponsors below who make all our 
programmes possible. 

 
www.gjgardner.co.nz 

 
www.dimond.co.nz 

 
www.guildspence.co.nz 

 

 
www.jarden.co.nz 

 
www.mitre10.co.nz 

 
www.paknsave.co.nz 

 

 
www.bodyinmotion.co.nz 

 
www.cmtexcavations.co.nz 

 
www.eves.co.nz 

 

 
www.palmsprings.co.nz 

 
www.palmers.co.nz  

www.fultonswimschool.co.nz 
 

 
www.armourguard.co.nz 

 
www.mercury.co.nz  

www.washrite.co.nz 
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www.mitre10.co.nz
www.paknsave.co.nz
www.bodyinmotion.co.nz
www.cmtexcavations.co.nz
www.eves.co.nz
www.palmsprings.co.nz
www.palmers.co.nz
https://www.fultonswimschool.co.nz/papamoa/
https://www.armourguard.co.nz/
https://www.mercury.co.nz/
https://www.washrite.co.nz/
http://www.gjgardner.co.nz/
http://www.dimond.co.nz/
http://www.guildspence.co.nz/
http://www.jarden.co.nz/
http://www.mitre10.co.nz/
http://www.paknsave.co.nz/
http://www.bodyinmotion.co.nz/
http://www.cmtexcavations.co.nz/
http://www.eves.co.nz/
http://www.palmsprings.c%EF%BB%BFo.nz
http://www.palmers.co.nz/
http://www.fultonswimschool.co.nz%EF%BB%BF
https://www.armourguard.co.nz/
https://www.mercury.co.nz/
http://www.washrite.co.nz/

