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WELCOME FROM OUR CHAIRPERSON

“Summer is just around the corner—and along with the return of never-ending Christmas music in the shops,
we’re gearing up for the start of the 2025/26 season!

It’s been great to already see so many of our athletes (and a few brave
Masters!) hitting the water and building up their fitness for the season
ahead. There’s areal buzz around the Club, and I’m excited for what’s
to come.

This season, we’re focused on continuing to grow our membership across all age groups, keeping our beach
safe, and — most importantly — having fun and building on the fantastic culture that makes Papamoa SLSC
so special. If you haven't already, bring the whanau down, get involved, and make the most of our awesome
facilities.

As always, our Club relies on the incredible support of volunteers to keep things running smoothly. Surf Life
Saving NZ recently launched a national volunteer recruitment campaign, and we’d love to hear from anyone
keen to get more involved — whether it's lifeguarding, helping with junior surf, officiating, or supporting
events. If you know someone who might be interested, share this short video with them, you might even
spot a few familiar faces! Volunteering with Surf Life Saving

I’'m really looking forward to the season ahead and catching up with all the familiar faces around the Club.
Let's make it a great one!”

Mat Bowling
Chairperson
Papamoa Surf Life Saving Club



https://youtu.be/R6m8aGcwaw8

NEW ENERGY, TRUSTED LEADERSHIP

Introducing the 2025-26 Papamoa SLSC Board

As we dive into another exciting summer season, we’re proud to introduce the Papamoa Surf Life Saving
Club Board for 2025—-26. This year’s team brings a great mix of fresh energy and experienced leadership,
ready to guide the Club through another successful season.

Your 2025-26 Board Members:

President — Jim Pearson

Chairperson & Director of Finance — Mathew Bowling
Director of Health and Safety — Michael Leach
Director of Assets — Matthew Davoren

Director of Commercial — Danielle Petricevich
Director of Lifeguarding — Marama Mateparae
Director of Surf Sports — Phil Gillbanks

Director of Junior Surf — Jenna Waite-Leonard

A SPECIAL THANKYOU TO JIM PEARSON

We’d like to extend a heartfelt thank you to Jim Pearson, who has
stepped down as Chairperson and into the role of Club President. Jim
has been a dedicated member of the Board since 2019 and has
played a pivotal role in the Club’s development and direction.

Incoming Chairperson Mat Bowling shared his appreciation:

“On behalf of the Club, | want to thank Jim for his outstanding contribution. His leadership during the
redevelopment of the Club and his calm, measured approach have left a lasting impact, not just on the Club,
but on the wider Papamoa community.”

Mat added with a smile:
“Sadly, | won’t be able to replace Jim’s skills as a barista — which might make things tricky when I’'m up for
re-election!”

Jim’s steady leadership, deep knowledge, and commitment to the Club have helped shape the strong
foundation we stand on today. We're incredibly grateful for everything he’s done, and thrilled that he’ll
continue to be involved in his new role as President.




SAVE THE DATE

Our big season launch is coming up at the end of October so make sure you save the date in your calendar.
An RSVP invitation will be coming out soon for catering purposes so please keep an eye out for that.

2025-26 Season Launch

10am Saturday 25 October 2025

Beach Blessing with Nga Potiki
Brunch
Lifeguard Refresher

CHAIRPERSON MAT BOWLING UNDER THE SPOTLIGHT

We caught up with our new Chairperson, Mat Bowling, to hear about his journey with the Club, his vision for
the future, and what makes Papamoa SLSC such a special place.

Q. What’s something people might not know about you?
"I recently completed my IRB crewperson award with my son, Toby.
There was a theory test and one of us aced it with 100%. It wasn’t me!"

Q. When you’re not at the beach, where can we find you?
"Probably mountain biking in Rotorua with the kids or out on the lake
water skiing — when the weather plays nice and there’s a rare free
weekend!"

Image: Mat with wife and fellow club member Celia.

Q. What inspired you to take on this leadership role?

"I've been involved with the Club since 2017 when we moved to Papamoa and signed our kids up for nippers.
| joined the Board in 2021 as Finance Director, and when Jim Pearson stepped down as Chair earlier this
year, | saw an opportunity to support the Club in a new way. I’'m grateful for the Board’s support as | take on
this new challenge."

Q. What are your priorities this season?
"We’re in a great spot across lifeguarding, junior surf, and surf sports, especially with the growth in our junior
programme. This season, I'm focused on boosting our commercial activity — bringing in sponsors and




increasing use of the club for events. That income helps us keep fees low and reinvest in gear, competitions,
and member support. Success for me is simple: a clear plan, a united Board, and real progress by season’s
end."

Q. What challenges do surf lifesaving clubs face today?

"Many clubs struggle with aging facilities, limited funding, and volunteer shortages. We're fortunate at
Papamoa to have growing membership and lifeguard numbers, but we’'re always looking for more people
to get involved. Volunteers are the backbone of what we do."

Q. What makes Papamoa SLSC special?

"It's the community. Papamoa has grown rapidly, and the Club has become a hub for families to connect,
learn about beach safety, and give back. Whether it’s through nippers, lifeguarding, or surf sports, there’s
a place for everyone here."

Q. Any events or milestones you’re excited about?

"This will be my first full season as a qualified lifeguard, which is
exciting. Both my kids are also lifeguards, so it’s a special experience
for our family. I’m also looking forward to supporting our children and
their teammates on the beach when they compete."

PAPAMOA PROUD AT NATIONAL AWARDS

The 2025 Toyota Financial Services Surf Life Saving New Zealand Awards of Excellence were held on 4
October at the Cordis Hotel in Auckland, and we’re incredibly proud to have had Papamoa Surf Club
members recognised among the country’s top surf lifesaving talent.

A huge congratulations to our finalists — your dedication and achievements are a true reflection of the spirit
and strength of our club:

n;:-ciﬁlln
Joanne Miller (centre) — Finalist for Official of Oliver Pepers & Lockie Cairns - Finalists for
the Year Aon Sports Team of the Year




We’'re also thrilled to acknowledge five of our members who received Surf Life Saving Honours Awards for
their outstanding service and commitment to the movement.

Service Awards: Radleigh Cairns, Poppy Crouch, Matthew Davoren, Andrew Hitchfield and Jim Pearson.

A heartfelt thank you to each of you for your incredible contributions to surf lifesaving and to our club
community. Your efforts continue to make a lasting impact.

Read more about the national awards and all the amazing recipients here: SLSNZ Awards of Excellence

CLUB NIGHTS ARE BACK TO LAUNCH THE SUMMER!

We’re thrilled to welcome back Club Nights — the perfect way to kick off another epic summer at Papamoa
Surf Club. These relaxed Friday evenings are all about catching up with fellow clubbies, enjoying the view,
and making the most of our awesome club facilities. Even better, friends and whanau are always welcome
to join in the fun!

Starting Friday 7 November 2025, Club Nights will run most Fridays throughout the season. The bar opens
at 4:30pm, and you're welcome to bring your own dinner or grab some fish and chips from across the road
to enjoy on the deck.

A quick reminder: while we love seeing everyone enjoying themselves, please remember the club is a
shared space — not a public bar. We ask that all members clean up after themselves and keep an eye on
their children so everyone can have a safe and enjoyable evening.

Make sure you keep an eye on our Facebook group pages for any updates or cancellations.

READY, SET... IT’'S RACE NIGHT!

If you can only make it to a few Club Nights, make sure you don’t miss our Race Nights! These are a highlight
of the season, where our talented junior athletes hit the beach and water for some friendly competition.

It's a fantastic way to cheer on our future lifeguards, soak up the vibrant club atmosphere, and enjoy a drink
with a view of the stunning Papamoa coastline. Races kick off at 4:30pm, right when the bar opens — so
come down early, grab a spot, and enjoy the action.



https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/news/2025/october/champions-of-surf-life-saving-honoured-at-national-awards?fbclid=IwY2xjawNRKVpleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF2ZFc0eDU4YUNkb0Nub1U2AR7LbyYMWwjKZp6tm6ag18L66r8O6kwJyUjQ8XnVg8bTbi9OzIVVf-2U_lVKiw_aem_nA6wfeC4hkNRulYli98PzQ
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THE BEST VIEW IN TOWN

As club members, we all know it — Papamoa Surf Club has the best view in town. But it's not just the view
that makes our venue special. With modern facilities, flexible spaces, and a welcoming atmosphere, it's a
first-class venue for everything from corporate events and weddings to private celebrations.

If you work for a local business or organisation that might need a function space, point them in our direction!
Whether it's a team meeting, a staff Christmas party, or a full-scale corporate event, we've got the space,

the service, and the setting to make it memorable.

“Wow, what a stunning venue that
showcases Papamoa perfectly. Would
100% recommend others to use this venue
for their next event!” — corporate client




We still have a few spots left for staff Christmas parties, so now’s the time to get in touch. Planning ahead
for 20267 We’re already taking bookings for next year’s corporate events — don’t miss out!

And if you know someone planning a wedding, why not suggest the Surf Club as their dream venue?

“Everyone who attended had a fabulous
time and has commented that the
Papamoa Surf Club is the best venue they’d
been to in the area and highly recommend
it, as do we!” — happy newlyweds

For more information, visit our website: Papamoa Surf Club Venue Hire or contact Stephanie in the office
directly at events@papamoalifequards.co.nz

Let’s keep it local — support the club by spreading the word!

JOIN THE EVENT CREW!

We’'re on the lookout for some awesome people to join our Event Crew and help bring our events to life.
Whether you're a club parent, a senior member, or a keen young clubbie (15+), this is a great opportunity
to get involved, earn some casual cash, and be part of the action behind the scenes.

WHAT’S INVOLVED?

You'll be helping with event set-up and pack-down on a casual, rostered basis. Shifts are short (usually 1-
2 hours) and you’ll always be working as part of a team. We’'ll provide full training, and you’re welcome to
trial a shift to see if it's a good fit.

TASKS INCLUDE: WHY JOIN THE CREW?

Clearing and cleaning cups and glasses Earn some casual cash

Refilling tea and coffee supplies Enjoy flexible, short shifts

Removing rubbish and wiping down Be part of weddings, corporate
surfaces functions & community events
Packing away/moving tables, chairs, Great for clubbies wanting to earn $$
TVs & whiteboards towards camps, gear, or carnival fees
Resetting rooms to seating plans



https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fpapamoalifeguards.co.nz%2fvenue%2dhire&umid=39a4a327-a138-4d72-bc9c-d0df3d5a5a60&rct=1760069181&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-585be75b3c6c3b5ef69414471f5876ce07a82409
mailto:events@papamoalifeguards.co.nz

Sweeping and spot cleaning e Afunway to support your club and meet
Restocking consumables new people!

Reporting anything that needs repairs or

restocking

INTERESTED?

Get in touch with Stephanie to find out more or to sign up: phone 07 542 2122 or email

events@papamoalifequards.co.nz

JUNIOR SURF

Let's go summer! We're gearing up for another awesome season of Junior Surf, and there’s lots happening...

COACH CALL-OUT + INFO NIGHT

We’re on the lookout for enthusiastic coaches to
help guide our Junior Surf stars this season. Whether
you’re a returning coach or just thinking about giving
ita go, we’d love to see you at our

Coaches Briefing
Thursday 6th November
6:00pm - 7:30pm
Papamoa Surf Club

Even if you haven’t signed up yet, come along to
learn more — no pressure, just info!

Questions? Email us at

juniorsurf@papamoalifeguards.co.nz



mailto:events@papamoalifeguards.co.nz
mailto:juniorsurf@papamoalifeguards.co.nz
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fpapamoalifeguards.co.nz%2fjunior%2dsurf&umid=39a4a327-a138-4d72-bc9c-d0df3d5a5a60&rct=1760069181&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-d681bea4910d203386ac4101351b8a929fbaa303
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JUNIOR SURF HALLOWEEN DISCO

Get your costumes ready — it’s time to boogie! Join
us for a spook-tacular night of dancing, games, and
fun at our Junior Surf Halloween Disco!

NEW TO JUNIOR SURF? COME TO OUR
INTRO DAY!

If you’re new to the club or have little ones in the
Under 6 or Under 7 age groups, don’t miss our

Junior Surf Introduction Session
Sunday 9th November
From 9:30am
Papamoa Surf Club

We’ll have: uniform pick-up; a tour of the club; fun
beach games; and a chance to meet the team and
ask questions. It’s the perfect way to get familiar
with how things work and kick off the season with
confidence!

UNIFORM COLLECTION DAYS
Uniforms will be available for pick-up at the club on:

Thursday 6th November | 4:00pm - 6:00pm
Tuesday 11th November | 4:00pm - 6:00pm

Important: All rash tops must be high-vis for safety
reasons. If your child is wearing a hand-me-down or
older top, please check that it’s still bright and
visible — faded gear may need replacing.




LEADING THE NEXT WAVE OF NIPPERS

You will have just read that Junior Surf is in need of coaches — and we meant it. The programme relies
entirely on volunteers, and without them, we simply can’t deliver the fun, safe, and skill-building experiences
our young nippers deserve. Thankfully, people like Owen Miller are stepping up.

This season, Owen is taking on a new role as Junior
Surf Coach for our Under 6 age group. A lifelong surf
lifesaver, Owen started as a nipper at Pauanui and
Mt Maunganui clubs, coached early on by his mum,
Jo Miller. He’s been involved ever since — patrolling,
competing, and now coaching — with a strong
connection to the club community.

Image: Owen as a nipper (right) — rocking a
Pauanui beanie at a Papamoa carnival. There is a
glimpse of the old club building in the background!

“With my eldest daughter joining Junior Surf this year, it was an easy decision to put my hand up,” says

Owen. “Helping out means | can make sure the kids are having fun while building confidence and skills.”

Owen is jumping straight into a Group Leader role alongside Jenna Waite, guiding our youngest members
through their first surf club experiences. While it's a new challenge, he’s excited and grateful for the support
around him.

“l want the kids to come away with a love for the beach and a respect for the surf environment.”

Beyond Junior Surf, Owen is active in the Masters team and patrols with the Delta crew. He's working toward
his Rescue Water Craft (RWC) jetski qualification and preparing for Nationals at Ohope with the Masters
squad.

Owen’s story is a great reminder that there are so many ways to get involved at Papamoa Surf Club —
coaching, patrolling, volunteering, or simply helping out on the beach. Every contribution makes a difference.
“You'll never regret spending more time at the beach. The community at Papamoa SLSC is fantastic.”

Whether you're a parent, athlete, or beach lover — there's a place for you here. Come join us and be part
of something special.




LIFEGUARDING

We’'re nearly there! With Labour Weekend (Saturday 25th October) just around the corner, the excitement
is building as we gear up for another awesome season on the beach.

PATROL ROSTER NOW LIVE!

The patrol rosteris up and running — check it out on
our Facebook group here: Patrol Roster on
Facebook

Make sure you know your dates and stay connected
with your team.

GOOD LUCK TO OUR CANDIDATES!

A huge shoutout and best of luck to all the
candidates sitting their Lifeguard and Patrol Support
exams this weekend — our first group from
Papamoa!

We’re proud of your commitment and can’t wait to
see you out on patrol.

NEW PATROL SUPPORT WEBPAGE

Thinking about getting more involved? Whether
you're new to the club or just looking for a way to
contribute, Patrol Support could be a great fit.

Learn more on our new webpage: Patrol Support
and don’t miss our interview with Blair Jackson
below, where he shares insights into what it’s like
being a Patrol Support member and how you can get
started.



https://www.facebook.com/groups/475572635954916
https://www.facebook.com/groups/475572635954916
https://papamoalifeguards.co.nz/lifeguarding/patrol-support

SPOTLIGHT ON PATROL SUPPORT - BLAIR JACKSON’S STORY

Patrol Support is a vital and valued role at Papamoa SLSC. It’s ideal for those who want to contribute to
beach safety without needing to get in the water — whether you're working towards becoming a lifeguard or
simply keen to help out.

Patrol Support members work alongside lifeguards to keep things running smoothly on the beach. From
setting up patrol areas and monitoring from the tower, to roaming the beach in ATVs and assisting with first
aid, they’re a vital part of every patrol team.

Here’s Blair Jackson, last season’s Patrol Support
Person of the Year, pictured in blue with his patrol
squad.

He jokes:

“People often assume we’re in charge because of
the blue uniforms. | think that comes from too many
episodes of Bondi Rescue!”

Blair shared what makes the role so rewarding:

“My daughter Brooke joined the Club in 2021, and after spending time around the beach and the Club, it just
felt right to get involved myself. Patrol Support was a great fit — | wanted to help out but didn’t have the
water skills for lifeguarding.”

Blair had no previous surf lifesaving experience, but quickly found his place in the team:
“It was definitely a learning experience. I've gained a real appreciation for how much coordination and
teamwork goes into keeping the beach safe.”

A typical patrol shift for Blair includes helping set up gear, rotating through tower, flags, roam and first aid
duties, and supporting lifeguards throughout the day:

“I really enjoy being part of a well-functioning team. The variety keeps it interesting — whether it's chatting
with beachgoers, manning the tower, or driving the ATV. There’s a great sense of purpose in knowing you're
helping make the beach safer.”

Blair's contribution has made a real impact, and he encourages others to give it a go:
“You don'’t have to be a top athlete to make a difference. Your time, commitment, and willingness to help
are just as valuable.”

He’s continuing in the role this season and says the camaraderie and community spirit are what make it so
rewarding:

“Papamoa SLSC is full of volunteers who give their time selflessly. It's a privilege to play even a small part
in that effort.”

Thanks to Blair and all our Patrol Support members — you're an essential part of the team and we couldn’t
do it without you.




ROOKIES

Do you have a child who is 13 years old or turning 13 during 2025? Then now is the time to think about
signing them up to our Rookies Programme. Rookies is a practical education programme which runs from
November — March and prepares our younger members for becoming lifeguards when they turn 14.
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One of the highlights of the All our Rookies work towards

programme is a trip with the The Rookie Challenge at the

Rookies take partin the
g Maketu Coastguards. end of the season.

popular raft building challenge
each season.

Full details of the 2025-26 Rookies programme are live on our website and registrations are OPEN so
CLICK HERE to get all the details and to register your child.

PAP POWER IN THE POOL

This year's Pool Rescue season has been one to remember, with record numbers training, competing, and
achieving across all age groups. From juniors to masters, our athletes have been putting in the work through
the colder months, building skills, fitness, and team spirit that will carry through the rest of the season.

Over 80 athletes took part in training, with more than 60 representing Papamoa at one or more events. From
swimming under obstacles to rescuing manikins and performing tube rescues, the skill development has
been incredible — thanks in large part to the coaching and support from Jack and Jake.



https://papamoalifeguards.co.nz/lifeguarding/rookie-lifeguarding

A standout moment was the Eastern Region Champs
in Gisborne, where we sent a team of 65, including
22 Masters. Their combined efforts helped Papamoa
secure the Eastern Region Trophy for the third yearin
a row, with 27 athletes earning overall age group
medals and many more picking up individual and
team race podiums.

The season wrapped up with a strong showing at the
National Pool Rescue Champs in Auckland, where
over 550 competitors from across the country took
part. Our juniors, seniors, and masters all
represented Papamoa with pride — capping off the
season with multiple medals and the Masters team
retaining their national title.

We’re also incredibly proud of Trelise Chote, Bella

Davoren, and Amelie Pearson, who were selected
for the NZ High Performance Pool Rescue Squad. As
part of the squad, they competed at the Queensland
State Pool Rescue Championships, gaining valuable
international experience, before going on to
represent New Zealand at the Battle of the Tasman.
A huge achievement for them and a reflection of the
support from our coaches, volunteers, and senior
athletes. Special mention to Jake Cowdrey and
Natalie Peat, who were part of the NZ coaching team
at the event.

A big thank you to Grassroots Trust for funding our lane hire and to Fultons Swim School Papamoa for
the use of their pool over winter — your support made this season possible.



https://www.facebook.com/grassrootstrustnz
https://www.facebook.com/FultonSwimSchoolPapamoa
https://www.facebook.com/FultonSwimSchoolPapamoa

SURF SPORTS

If you haven’t signed up for a surf sports programme yet, there’s still time. Come down to the beach, get
involved, and be part of the action! Check out all the details on our website here - Surf Sports. There's
something for everyone.

QUESTIONS?

Junior Surf Sports: Coach Jack Bullock — oceans@papamoalifeguards.co.nz

Senior Surf Sports: Coach Jake Cowdrey — coach@papamoalifequards.co.nz

Masters: Radleigh Cairns — surfsport@papamoalifeguards.co.nz

JOIN THE ACTION - SURF SPORTS OFFICIALS NEEDED

This season, we're thrilled to have our biggest-ever group of surf sports athletes across juniors, seniors, and
masters. With more competitors than ever, we need your help to make sure everyone gets the chance to hit
the start line.

Why we need you:
To meet event requirements, we need one qualified official for every 10 athletes. Without enough officials,
we may have to limit entries — something we’d love to avoid!

Who can be an official?

- No lifeguard qualification needed — anyone can become an official.

- Open to all — parents, grandparents, friends of the Club... everyone’s welcome!

- Flexible commitment — you don’t need to attend every carnival. The more officials we have, the more we
can share the load.

- Training provided — you'll be supported with training from a qualified officials trainer.

Why you’ll love it:

- Free food — meals are provided during each event day.

- Best seat on the beach — enjoy the action up close and be part of the excitement.
- Great community — join a team of passionate, supportive people.



https://papamoalifeguards.co.nz/surf-sports
mailto:oceans@papamoalifeguards.co.nz
mailto:coach@papamoalifeguards.co.nz
mailto:surfsport@papamoalifeguards.co.nz

- Easy and rewarding — help out with recording, directing, and supporting events — all while soaking up the
sun (and coffee!).

Thinking about it but not quite sure?

If you're curious but not ready to commit, we’ve got
the perfect opportunity for you. Come along to the
Papamoa Carnival, being held right here at our home
beach, and shadow one of our experienced officials.
I's a great way to see what’s involved, ask
questions, and get some hands-on experience in a
relaxed, supportive environment.

Interested or have questions?

Email us at surfsport@papamoalifequards.co.nz — we’d love to hear from you!

POWERED BY COMMUNITY SUPPORT

Summer’s heating up and so is the action on the water! We're absolutely thrilled to unveil a fresh fleet of
brand-new knee boards for our athletes to train and compete on this season.



mailto:surfsport@papamoalifeguards.co.nz

These high-performance boards will play a key role in both training and competition, helping our team push
boundaries and achieve their goals on the water.

This upgrade wouldn’t be possible without the generous support of our sponsors. We extend our sincere
thanks to:

Aquaholics Limited

Body in Motion Health

CMT Excavations

EVES Real Estate Bay of Plenty
GJ Gardner Homes NZ

Guild and Spence Electrical
Jarden Wealth

Mitre 10 Papamoa

Pak n Save Papamoa

Your commitment to supporting local sport is deeply appreciated. Thanks to you, our athletes are equipped
with the tools they need to perform at their best and represent our community with pride. We look forward
to an exciting summer ahead and thank you once again for being part of the journey.



https://www.facebook.com/AquaholicsLtd
https://www.facebook.com/bodyinmotionhealth
https://www.facebook.com/cmtexcavations.nz
https://www.facebook.com/Eves.co.nz
https://www.facebook.com/GJGardnerHomesNewZealand
https://www.facebook.com/guildspence.co.nz
https://www.jbwere.co.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/Mitre10Papamoa
https://www.facebook.com/thesavepapamoa

QUIZ NIGHT SELLING FAST

Tickets are selling quickly for our Quiz Night fundraiser in November. Don't miss out - CLICK HERE to get
your tickets today!

mystery
prize for best
dressed
team

prizes
auctions
games &

more

raising
money for
senior surf

Tickets on sale NOW \_-ers

Thank you to our sponsors below who make all our
programmes possible.



https://www.eventbookings.com/b/event/papamoa-surf-sports-fundraising-quiz-night
https://www.eventbookings.com/b/event/papamoa-surf-sports-fundraising-quiz-night
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