
 

PSLSC MEMBER NEWSLETTER 

30th October 2025 

SEASON'S UNDERWAY AT PĀPĀMOA! 

Labour Weekend marked the official start of the lifeguard season at Pāpāmoa Beach, with our first volunteer 
patrols back on the sand. It’s always a special moment when the red and yellow flags go up, and we begin 
another summer of keeping our community safe in and around the water. 

 

This year, we began with a beautiful beach blessing on Saturday 
25th October, hosted by Nga Potiki. A heartfelt thank you to them 
for welcoming us and performing the blessing. It was wonderful to 
see so many club members gathered at the clubhouse, sharing in 
the ceremony and enjoying brunch together afterwards. 

 

Marama Mateparae, Lifeguard Committee Chair and Board Member, spoke at the blessing, reflecting on the 
significance of the event and the season ahead: 
“We acknowledge Nga Potiki as the mana whenua for this stunning beach and area. We acknowledge this 
whare – our beautiful clubhouse which provides protection and a place for us to gather and thrive.” 
 
She also shared a powerful metaphor for the people who have been a part of the club’s journey: 
“I like to think of all those people as our gardeners – they have planted the seeds of the club, providing a 
nourishing environment in which we could all grow, who pulled a few weeds out along the way when needed, 
and allowed our club to flourish.” 

 

The beach blessing is more than tradition – it’s a moment to set our 
intentions for the season: 
“At the beginning of the season we gather together to ask for 
protection and safety – to keep everyone safe from harm and bring 
everyone home after training, competitions and days at the beach.” 

 



With the season now underway, our lifeguards are patrolling every weekend, and weekday patrols will begin 
in December. Be sure to swim between the flags, check Safeswim for beach conditions, and give a wave 
to our lifeguards and patrol support when you see them out there! 

. 

KEEP UP TO DATE 

With the season now underway, it’s important to stay connected and informed. We have several key 
platforms where updates, reminders, and important information are shared regularly. Make sure you’re 
signed up to the relevant Facebook groups and keep an eye on our website — this is where you’ll find the 
latest on programmes, events, and any changes throughout the season. 

 

Papamoa Surf Life Saving Club Facebook Page 
 
Facebook Group Pages: 
Papamoa SLSC Lifeguards 
Papamoa SLSC Rookies 
Papamoa SLSC Masters 
Papamoa SLSC Senior Surf Sports 
Papamoa SLSC Ocean Athletes (Junior Surf Sports) 
Papamoa SLSC Junior Surf 

 

 

Papamoa Surf Life Saving Club Instagram Page  

 

 

Our website is where you can find all the information you need to 
know about the surf club: 
Papamoa Surf Life Saving Club Website 

 

https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fsafeswim.org.nz%2flocations%2fpapamoa%2dbeach&umid=f4bda6d1-c997-4fb5-8c71-92f3da3fc34e&rct=1761794875&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-5888b98dfa4e852c26bd24a2542b7cdff4884605
https://www.facebook.com/papamoasurflifesavingclub
https://www.facebook.com/groups/475572635954916
https://www.facebook.com/groups/162154524366485
https://www.facebook.com/groups/419492381564713
https://www.facebook.com/groups/394029220807746
https://www.facebook.com/groups/144698006124640
https://www.facebook.com/groups/PSLSCJuniorSurf
https://www.instagram.com/papamoaslsc/
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fpapamoalifeguards.co.nz&umid=f4bda6d1-c997-4fb5-8c71-92f3da3fc34e&rct=1761794875&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-295dc7d27518ec6053313d666a5ccea02dbe5583
https://www.facebook.com/papamoasurflifesavingclub
https://www.instagram.com/papamoaslsc/
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fpapamoalifeguards.co.nz&umid=f4bda6d1-c997-4fb5-8c71-92f3da3fc34e&rct=1761794875&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-295dc7d27518ec6053313d666a5ccea02dbe5583


 

Here are some useful SLSNZ links to save to your favourites: 
Surf Life Saving NZ - Calendar 
SLSNZ Eastern Region Events Calendar 
 
Why not sign up to the SLSNZ email newsletter. If you're interested, 
email media@surflifesaving.org.nz 
 
For those really keen on the detail, check out SLSNZ's weekly Club 
Mail 

 

 

www.safeswim.org.nz 
Go to Safeswim to find out the patrol hours for Pāpāmoa Beach and 
all other beaches across New Zealand. Safeswim also gives you up 
to the minute information on water quality and swimming 
conditions.  

 

 

Liveheats allows you to view live results of an event currently taking 
place, or the results from previous surf lifesaving events. 

 

. 

CLUB NIGHTS ARE BACK! 

We’re excited to announce the return of Club Nights — starting Friday 7 November and running most 
weeks throughout summer. Join us for relaxed Friday evenings at the Club, where you can unwind, catch 
up with your surf club mates, and enjoy the best view in town. 
 
Here’s what to expect: 

• Bar opens from 4:30pm – til late 
• Club bar prices 
• Chilled beachside vibes 
• Members are welcome to bring a friend! 
• BYO food (some weeks we will have food trucks onsite - check Facebook for updates) 

 
Whether you're popping in after work or making a night of it, Club Nights are a great way to connect with 
the club community. Pāpāmoa Surf Club — your place to relax this summer. 

https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/calendar
https://www.facebook.com/slsnzeasternregion/events
mailto:media@surflifesaving.org.nz
https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/about-us/newsletters/club-mail
https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/about-us/newsletters/club-mail
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fsafeswim.org.nz%2flocations%2fpapamoa%2dbeach&umid=f4bda6d1-c997-4fb5-8c71-92f3da3fc34e&rct=1761794875&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-5888b98dfa4e852c26bd24a2542b7cdff4884605
https://papamoalifeguards.co.nz/event-results
https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fsafeswim.org.nz%2flocations%2fpapamoa%2dbeach&umid=f4bda6d1-c997-4fb5-8c71-92f3da3fc34e&rct=1761794875&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-5888b98dfa4e852c26bd24a2542b7cdff4884605
https://liveheats.com/SLSNZ/federated-organisations
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JUNIOR SURF - SEASON KICKOFF 

We’re excited to kick off another summer of fun, learning, and connection at the beach. A warm welcome to 
all our new families, and welcome back to our regulars — we can’t wait to see you on the sand. 

 

KEY DATES 
Sunday 9 Nov: Introduction session for U6s & 

U7s 
Sunday 16 Nov: Full Junior Surf programme 

begins 
 
Sessions run Sunday mornings from 9:30am, 
meeting under the steps at the front of the club 
(carpark side). 
Please arrive early — parking can be tricky, 
especially on busy beach mornings. 
Roll call will be taken promptly at 9:30am — so 
make sure you're signed in and ready to go. 

 

UPCOMING EMAIL TO FAMILIES 

We’ll be sending a detailed email to all Junior Surf families this weekend with important information including: 
roll call procedures, parent help roles, what to do if you need to leave the beach, age group beanies, wetsuit 
guidance, BBQ info and more. Please keep an eye on your inbox.  
 

HALLOWEEN DISCO – THIS SATURDAY! 
Our Junior Surf Halloween Disco is happening on Saturday from 5–7pm at the club. Expect music, games, 
a BBQ, and lots of fun — all for a great cause. Friends are welcome, and a parent or caregiver must stay on 
site. 

 

UNIFORM COLLECTION 
All Junior Surf participants must wear a Junior Surf rash top or rash 
vest (if they’ve earned their 200m badge). There will be no 
registrations or uniform pick-ups on the first day, so please collect 
uniforms in advance. 
 

Uniform Collection Days at the Club 
Thursday 6 November, 4–6pm 
Tuesday 11 November, 4–6pm 

 

https://papamoalifeguards.co.nz/junior-surf


 

200M SAFETY BADGE TESTING  
If your child is aged 9+ and wants to paddle a knee board this 
season, they’ll need to complete the 200m Safety Badge test.  
 

200m Safety Badge Testing Session 
Date: Sunday 2 November 

Time: 11am–12pm 
Location: Fulton Swim School, Pāpāmoa 

 
No booking needed — just turn up during the session time. 
More info: 200m Safety Badge 

 

QUESTIONS?  
Please check out our Junior Surf website or email us at juniorsurf@papamoalifeguards.co.nz 

. 

LIFEGUARDING 

The season is underway, and it’s time to get organised! If you haven’t already, please make sure you’ve 
signed up for patrol and checked the patrol roster on the Lifeguarding Facebook page. Get your dates in 
your calendar early so you’re ready to go. 
 
If you haven’t completed your practical refresher, your Patrol Captain will be organising these during patrols 
— so make sure you head down for one soon. Also, don’t forget to complete your online refreshers relevant 
to your role. If you’re having trouble logging in, please use the “Forgotten Password” link — the club can 
no longer reset passwords on your behalf. 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW LIFEGUARDS! 
A fantastic group of candidates earned their Lifeguard Award right here at Pāpāmoa Surf Life Saving Club 
earlier this month — including some familiar faces from last season’s Rookie programme. We’re excited to 
see these newly qualified lifeguards in action, helping keep our beach safe and supporting our community. 
A huge thank you to our dedicated Examiners and Instructors who guided them through the process — your 
time and expertise make this all possible. 

  

https://papamoalifeguards.co.nz/junior-surf/200m-safety-badge
https://papamoalifeguards.co.nz/junior-surf/junior-surf
mailto:juniorsurf@papamoalifeguards.co.nz
https://www.facebook.com/groups/475572635954916


We can't wait to welcome our newest 
lifeguards to patrol this season.  

Last year's Rookies taking the next step to 
qualified lifeguards - congrats to you all! 

 

THINKING ABOUT BECOMING A LIFEGUARD OR PATROL SUPPORT? 

Whether you're a teen or an adult, there’s a pathway for you to join the team and make a real difference. 
Learn more here: Lifeguarding at Papamoa Surf Club 

BEHIND THE BADGE  
Congratulations to clubbie Patterson Kelly, who has recently earned his Rescue Water Craft (RWC) 
Operator Award — a significant milestone in lifeguarding that allows qualified operators to use the rescue 
jet ski in surf rescue scenarios. 

 

We caught up with Patterson to learn more about 
what it takes to earn the award, and what surprised 
him most about the process. 
 
“The RWC is incredibly maneuverable — even in 
challenging surf. That really stood out to me. It gives 
you more time and control during patient pickups 
compared to an IRB.” 

 

The RWC Operator Award isn’t handed out lightly. Patterson explained the long list of prerequisites needed 
before you can even begin training, including: minimum age requirement of 20, VHF radio certification, 
refreshed IRB Driver Award (held for at least 2 years) and current Surf First Aid Award. 
 
Once those are ticked off, candidates must complete an RWC induction course and be signed off by an 
RWC instructor. This earns them a provisional license, allowing them to train under the supervision of a 
current RWC operator. 
“You need to log at least ten hours of supervised training on the RWC, and complete a detailed training 
manual. That’s before you even sit the test.” 
 
The final assessment includes a 38-question theory test and a practical test in surf conditions. Patterson’s 
test was held in Raglan, chosen specifically for its challenging surf. 
“We had to demonstrate surf handling, patient pickups with and without a crew person, and even flip the 
RWC to show we could recover from a rollover.” 

https://papamoalifeguards.co.nz/lifeguarding


 

Patterson encourages anyone interested to jump in early: 
“Do the next available induction course. Once you have your 
provisional license, you can start training alongside IRB sessions — 
it’s a great way to build your skills.” 
 
If you're keen to get started, speak to your Patrol Captain to find out 
more. 

 

. 

SURF SPORTS 

It’s been a busy and exciting start to the season across all areas of Surf Sports. From senior camps and 
ocean training to masters paddles and national squad selections — there’s plenty to celebrate and look 
forward to! 

SENIOR SQUAD CAMP & SPRING SERIES PADDLE 

Our Senior Squad kicked off the season with a fantastic weekend camp in Waihi. The focus was on 
connection, hard work, and setting goals for the season ahead. Highlights included forest runs, paddles to 
Orokawa Bay, sunrise yoga, and the Spring Series Downwind Paddle from Omanu to Pāpāmoa. A huge 
thank you to coaches Jake and Holly for their energy and leadership, and to Waihi Beach Surf Lifesaving 
Club for their warm hospitality. We’re already looking forward to the next Spring Series paddle on 15 
November. 

 
. 

 
. 

 
. 

 



 

OHOPE OCEANS CAMP 
Next weekend, we’re heading to Ohope for our 
Oceans Camp, with 50 athletes attending. It’s 
shaping up to be a great weekend of skill-building, 
team bonding, and fun in the surf. Thanks in advance 
to all the coaches, parents, and volunteers helping 
make this camp possible. 

 

 

MASTERS MOMENTUM 
Masters training is well underway with strong 
attendance and great energy. Sessions are running: 

Mondays at 5:30pm 
Fridays at 5:00pm 

Saturdays at 9:00am 
 
Congratulations to our Masters who took part in the 
recent Downwinder Paddle — including Owen, Gary, 
and Jenna on skis, and Sarah and Heidi who 
smashed out a 4–5km board paddle from Wairiki 
Street back to the club. 

 

NATIONAL POOL RESCUE SQUAD SELECTIONS 

We’re proud to announce that three Pāpāmoa athletes have been selected for the 2025 SLSNZ National 
Pool Rescue Squads. Their dedication and hard work have paid off, and we’re thrilled to see their efforts 
recognised at a national level. Congratulations Trelise, Bella and Amelie — we can’t wait to see what’s next 
for these three Pāpāmoa stars... 

 
Trelise Chote – Senior Squad 

 
Isobella Davoren – Senior 
Squad  

Amelie Pearson – Youth 
Squad 

 



ANOTHER CLUBBIE GOES INTERNATIONAL 

Following the exciting news of our three athletes selected for the NZ Pool Rescue Squads, we’re proud to 
share that Logan Gillbanks, a Pāpāmoa lifeguard, has earned a spot on the New Zealand U20 Men’s 
Development Water Polo Team. 

 

Logan credits his surf lifesaving background for giving him a strong 
foundation in the water. 
“Surf has definitely helped with water confidence,” he says. “In water 
polo, you’re often held underwater and you learn not to panic. You 
also spend a lot of time treading water and doing head-up swimming 
— which is ideal when you’re scanning for a patient in the surf.” 

 

Logan will compete in the Fluidra Australia Cup and Nations Series from 10–17 December at the 
Australian Institute of Sport in Canberra, facing teams from Australia and South Africa. He’ll be joined by 
two other lifeguards from the Tauranga region — all three were part of the Tauranga Water Polo Club U21 
team that won the national title earlier this year. We wish Logan and the team all the best as they represent 
New Zealand on the international stage! 

. 

Thank you to our sponsors below who make all our 
programmes possible. 

 
www.gjgardner.co.nz 

 
www.aquaholics.co.nz 

 
www.guildspence.co.nz 

 

https://www.gjgardner.co.nz/
https://aquaholics.co.nz/
http://www.guildspence.co.nz/


 
www.jbwere.co.nz 

 
www.mitre10.co.nz 

 
www.legacyfunerals.co.nz 

 

 
www.bodyinmotion.co.nz 

 
www.cmtexcavations.co.nz 

 
www.paknsave.co.nz 

 

 
www.palmsprings.co.nz  

www.eves.co.nz  
www.fultonswimschool.co.nz 

 

 
www.papamoarotaryclub.co.nz 

 
www.sonicsurfcraft.co.nz 

 
www.raceone.com.au 

 

 

https://www.jbwere.co.nz/
www.mitre10.co.nz
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.legacyfunerals.co.nz&umid=f4bda6d1-c997-4fb5-8c71-92f3da3fc34e&rct=1761794875&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-1bd0efcdac0e494548c406147229aec812fab9f2
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=www.bodyinmotion.co.nz&umid=f4bda6d1-c997-4fb5-8c71-92f3da3fc34e&rct=1761794875&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-5c6f0ea9f05e948634be2b13720afc57476eb547
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=www.cmtexcavations.co.nz&umid=f4bda6d1-c997-4fb5-8c71-92f3da3fc34e&rct=1761794875&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-0d92b72851c1cbef364fdb2c2eb54c573022e474
www.paknsave.co.nz
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=www.palmsprings.co.nz&umid=f4bda6d1-c997-4fb5-8c71-92f3da3fc34e&rct=1761794875&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-5e312c8f955380bd30f679270bbcf5b553664d0e
http://www.eves.co.nz/
https://www.fultonswimschool.co.nz/papamoa/
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=www.papamoarotaryclub.co.nz&umid=f4bda6d1-c997-4fb5-8c71-92f3da3fc34e&rct=1761794875&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-c19e96b855263c47d185e866267e10d674671b21
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.sonicsurfcraft.co.nz&umid=f4bda6d1-c997-4fb5-8c71-92f3da3fc34e&rct=1761794875&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-d85507924b6f23003107c1f4b41262c045c6d283
https://raceone.com.au/
http://www.jarden.co.nz/
http://www.mitre10.co.nz/
http://www.paknsave.co.nz/
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.bodyinmotion.co.nz&umid=f4bda6d1-c997-4fb5-8c71-92f3da3fc34e&rct=1761794875&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-7186237a1932036a1713eb65de1d7abbf55d2df5
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.cmtexcavations.co.nz&umid=f4bda6d1-c997-4fb5-8c71-92f3da3fc34e&rct=1761794875&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-097cbe1a9cb17afd3278f669cbc534acbae03a30
http://www.paknsave.co.nz/
http://www.eves.co.nz/
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.papamoarotaryclub.co.nz&umid=f4bda6d1-c997-4fb5-8c71-92f3da3fc34e&rct=1761794875&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-0dd5b445f25b8ad55a16b4fea55fcc893010d80a
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.sonicsurfcraft.co.nz&umid=f4bda6d1-c997-4fb5-8c71-92f3da3fc34e&rct=1761794875&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-d85507924b6f23003107c1f4b41262c045c6d283
https://raceone.com.au/

