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STANDING TOGETHER AS A COMMUNITY

Firstly, we would like to acknowledge the tragic events of last week and the deep sadness felt across our
community, both here in Papamoa and among our close neighbours in Mount Maunganui. Our thoughts are
with all those who have been affected. This has been a very difficult time for many, with our whole community
feeling the impact in different ways.

We also wish to acknowledge and honour the bravery, commitment, and care shown by members of our
club and wider community who were involved in the response and recovery efforts. Your actions reflect the
very best of who we are as a surf lifesaving community — looking out for one another when it matters most.

Papamoa itself has been directly affected by the recent weather events, with slips and land movement
impacting parts of our small town. We encourage everyone to continue keeping an eye on Civil Defence

updates, monitoring conditions via safeswim.org.nz, and taking care around the coast. Thank you to
everyone who has been keeping informed through our Facebook and Instagram updates. Please continue
to help spread the word to friends, neighbours and whanau by liking and sharing these posts. Most
importantly, please take time to check in on one another — a simple conversation can make a big difference.

We would also like to remind members that support is available if you need it. TELUS is the counselling and
wellbeing provider for Surf Life Saving New Zealand, and all active and current members have access to
confidential counselling and wellbeing resources. TELUS counsellors are located throughout New Zealand
and appointments can be made directly by phone. Further information is available on the SLSNZ website:
TELUS

As we move forward together, we do so with compassion, awareness, and support for our whanau and
community.



https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fsafeswim.org.nz%2flocations%2fpapamoa%2dbeach&umid=bf48527b-18d4-470f-a47a-ffc6f52c86c4&rct=1769660597&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-816c59949a1dd1d76374464976f72b50856c9a11
https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/club-management/wellbeing/slsnz-counselling-support

WELCOME TO 2026

We hope you all enjoyed a relaxing festive break with friends and whanau — and perhaps some moments
of sunshine, sand, and time at our beautiful beach. As we step into the new year, things are already in full
swing around the club.

Our surf sports teams — Juniors, Seniors and Masters — are well underway with events and training, and
it's fantastic to see such energy and commitment across all age groups.

Summer also means wedding season at the clubhouse. We have a number of weddings and celebrations
booked in over the coming months. If you notice the facilities being set up or an event in progress, we kindly
ask members to be mindful and respectful of these occasions while still enjoying your club spaces.

We would also like to gently remind everyone to help look after the club and our shared spaces. If you're
using the clubroom, please clean up after yourselves — including wiping spills, putting away dishes, and
returning furniture to where you found it. Even on club nights, we are a club, not a pub, so please ensure
glasses are returned to the bar and all rubbish is placed in the correct bins. Your support helps keep our
club tidy, welcoming, and enjoyable for everyone — thank you for taking pride in our space.

SPONSOR UPDATE
ENHANCED SPONSORSHIP CONTRIBUTION FROM G.J. GARDNER HOMES

We are pleased to share an important enhancement to our ongoing relationship with long-time sponsor G.J.
Gardner Homes.

As part of their continued commitment to supporting

G ] Gardner the Papamoa Surf Life Saving Club, G.J. Gardner
) 9 Homes has introduced a new referral component to
their sponsorship. Under this updated arrangement,

whenever someone signs up to build with GJ’s and

mentions that they were referred by Papamoa Surf

Life Saving Club, GJ’s will make a generous donation

directly to the club.

This contribution will strengthen our ability to deliver
essential services, support our volunteers, and

, ’ enhance programmes across all areas of the club.
NZ’s Most Trusted Home Builder



https://www.gjgardner.co.nz/
https://www.gjgardner.co.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/GJGardnerHomesNewZealand

How Members Can Help

If you, your friends, family, colleagues or neighbours are considering building a home, we encourage you to
please mention Papamoa Surf Life Saving Club during the sign-up process with G.J. Gardner Homes. It's a
simple way to support those who continue to support us, and every referral directly benefits the future of our
club and our community.

We extend our sincere thanks to G.J. Gardner Homes for their ongoing partnership and the meaningful
support they provide.

JARDEN WEALTH REBRANDS TO JBWERE

Some of you may already be aware, but we’d like to take a moment to highlight an important update
regarding one of our valued Gold Sponsors.

Late last year, Jarden Wealth officially changed its name to JBWere. This rebrand marks the coming together
of JBWere New Zealand and Jarden Wealth under one name, strengthening their shared commitment to
delivering trusted, personalised wealth management services.

While the name has changed, the support and service remain the same. Your local contacts — Sarah Ashby
and Simon Bradley — continue to be available for members and can be reached on 07 222 0995.

If you’d like to learn more about the transition or the
services they offer, visit: www.jbwere.co.nz

We appreciate the continued support JBWere
provides to our club and community.
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We hope everyone enjoyed a well-earned break from Junior Surf over
the long weekend. We’re excited to be back on the beach this Sunday
1 February, and looking forward to another great run of sessions
together.

As you will be aware, our neighbours at Mount Maunganui Surf Club are going through a challenging time
following the recent temporary displacement from their clubhouse. In a gesture of support, we'll be
welcoming their Nippers to join our session this Sunday and taking a quiet moment together to acknowledge
the impact this has had on their club and whanau. Thank you in advance for helping us create a welcoming
and supportive environment for them on Sunday.



https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.jbwere.co.nz&umid=bf48527b-18d4-470f-a47a-ffc6f52c86c4&rct=1769660597&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-8c6de347c10cf819a1c91841b31c08387c92888a
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.jbwere.co.nz&umid=bf48527b-18d4-470f-a47a-ffc6f52c86c4&rct=1769660597&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-8c6de347c10cf819a1c91841b31c08387c92888a

To help make things a little easier logistically, we’'d also encourage anyone who lives nearby to bike or walk
to the session if they can, so that car parks are available for families travelling from further afield and for
those joining us from the Mount.

COMING UP - FUN TEAMS CARNIVAL

We have the fun Teams Carnival coming up at Omanu Surf Club on Saturday 15 February. This is a
team-based event, similar in format to the Papamoa Carnival held in December 2025, with a strong focus
on fun, participation and teamwork.

This carnival is open to:

Under 8, Under 9 and Under 10 age groups

Under 11 and Under 12 athletes who are non-Ocean Athletes
(200m badge required)

Ideal for our Oceans Development Group

Timing is still to be confirmed but will be approximately 8:30am to midday. An invitation with full details will
be emailed out soon, so please keep an eye on your inbox.

PLEASE NOTE: On Sunday 15 February, while the carnival is taking place, Junior Surf will still run
as normal at Papamoa for our Under 6 and Under 7 age groups.

FINAL RACE NIGHT

Our final Race Night of the season will be held on: Friday 13 February from 4:30pm.
This is always a fun afternoon and a great way to wrap up the season — make sure to putitin your calendar.

As always, please keep an eye on Facebook for any updates or weather-related cancellations. We look
forward to seeing everyone back on the beach this Sunday!

LIFEGUARDING

FINAL LIFEGUARD COURSE OF THE SEASON

Our final Lifeguard Award course for the season is just around the corner, and if you've been thinking about
stepping up to join the team, now’s the time to dive in.



https://www.facebook.com/groups/PSLSCJuniorSurf

This intensive course begins on Sunday 22 March,
and runs across three consecutive Sundays, with
the exam scheduled for 11 April.
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Because this is a condensed, fast-paced
programme, we strongly encourage anyone planning
to take part to begin preparing now. That means
getting swim-fit, brushing up on core surf skills, and
making sure you feel confident in the water before
the course begins.

If you’re unsure where to start, would like training tips, or have any questions leading up to the first session,

our team is here to help. Please reach out anytime to lifequards@papamoalifequards.co.nz

For more information on the course and to register CLICK HERE. We're excited to welcome the next group
of aspiring guards.

RETURN OLD LIFEGUARD UNIFORMS

Surf Life Saving New Zealand is continuing its Uniform Recycling Programme and we’re asking members
to return any old TSB-branded lifeguard or official uniforms you may still have. These items are being
collected so they can be responsibly recycled and repurposed, helping keep clothing out of landfill and
supporting a more sustainable future for Surf Life Saving.

If you have retired TSB-branded kit at home, please bring it to the
Papamoa Surf Life Saving Club for collection. This is an ongoing
initiative, so you can drop items in at any time. Every piece returned
makes a difference.

ROCK MODULE UPSKILLING

If you’re looking to grow your lifeguarding skills, we’ve opened up a Rock Training & Rescue Module on
Saturday 14 February. This practical session is designed for guards wanting to build confidence operating
around rock environments — including safe entries and exits, risk management, and conscious patient
rescues.

The opportunity has been posted on the Lifequarding Facebook page, and it's not too late to sign up. Just
follow the registration link in the post.

If you already hold your Rock Module and would like to refresh your skills or help out on the day, we’d love
to have you involved. Please email: lifequards@papamoalifequards.co.nz



mailto:lifeguards@papamoalifeguards.co.nz
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fpapamoalifeguards.co.nz%2flifeguarding%2fbecome%2da%2dlifeguard&umid=bf48527b-18d4-470f-a47a-ffc6f52c86c4&rct=1769660597&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-e79155b305d10fbfe02e4d5aad58efeb06f5e25b
https://www.facebook.com/groups/475572635954916
mailto:lifeguards@papamoalifeguards.co.nz

SURF SPORTS

Whilst it was disappointing that the Senior and Masters Eastern Region Championships had to be cancelled,
there is still plenty of surf sports action ahead, with a busy and exciting calendar across all squads as we
head toward the business end of the season.

SURF SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS

Juniors heading into Oceans '26 as defending national champions

Seniors off to a great start with podium success at the Owen Chapman Cup & Bay of Plenty Senior
Carnival

3rd overall finish for Seniors at the Bay of Plenty Carnival

Masters opened the season strongly with an unofficial 2nd overall at Bay of Plenty Carnival in
Ohope

JUNIORS

Our Junior athletes have a big few weeks ahead, with several key events to finish the season strongly:

Eastern Region Junior Carnival Midway Beach, Gisborne 371 January — 1 February
Omanu Junior Carnival Omanu Surf Club Sunday 15 February

Oceans 26 - Festival of Junior Lifesaving Mount Maunganui 19 — 22 February
Papamoa Club Championships Papamoa Surf Club Sunday 15 March

A small but committed team is heading to Gisborne this weekend for the Eastern Region Junior
Championships. With travel proving tricky this year, we’re hugely grateful to the parents and volunteers who
are making the journey, supporting our athletes, and helping out at the event — thank you for your time and
commitment.

OCEANS ’26 — FESTIVAL OF JUNIOR LIFESAVING

OCEANS =

FESTIVAL OF JUNIOR SURF LIFESAVING

FEBRUARY MOUNT MAUNGANUI




Invitations for Oceans 2026 will be coming out soon.
This is the largest junior carnival of the season and is
treated as our national event.

Oceans provides junior members with the
opportunity to compete, challenge themselves, and
celebrate the camaraderie of surf lifesaving in a fun,
exciting, and safe beach and surf environment.

With up to 700-1000 junior athletes from clubs all
around the country, Oceans is a big commitment —
but one that offers something for everyone.
Competitive athletes get the chance to thrive, while
socially driven members enjoy long days at the
beach with friends, meeting new people and making
lifelong memories. We strongly encourage children
of all abilities and confidence levels to give it a go.

We’'re also proud to note that PApamoa has scored more points at Oceans than any other club for the past
two years, placing us on a winning streak as national champions. Defending that title will take a full club
effort, and all eligible Oceans athletes are highly encouraged to attend.

More information can be found here: Oceans '26 Festival of Junior Lifesaving

SENIORS

Our Senior squad has already enjoyed a strong start to the season with excellent performances across
multiple carnivals.

OWEN CHAPMAN CUP - RED BEACH

Congratulations to the Seniors who travelled north to compete at the Owen Chapman Cup. The team
delivered a number of standout performances across individual and relay events, with several athletes
progressing deep into finals and onto the podium.



https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/calendar/2026/february/oceans-26-festival-of-junior-lifesaving

Highlights included:

Eliminator Race

Bella Davoren won the surf leg

Georgia Davoren and Amelie Pearson progressed through to the fourth-leg sprint
Oliver Pepers and Zac Cairns also made it through to the fourth-leg sprint

Luke Gillbanks progressed to the top eight in the ski (fifth leg)

Podium Results

1st U19 F Board — Georgia Davoren

2nd U19 F Board — Amelie Pearson

1st U17 M Board Relay — Lockie Cairns, Luke Gillbanks & Oliver Pepers

1st U17 M Surf Race — Oliver Pepers

2nd U19 F Ski — Georgia Davoren

1st U19 F Surf Race — Bella Davoren

3rd U19 F Surf Race — Amelie Pearson

2nd U17 M Board Final — Oliver Pepers

3rd U17 M Combined Sprints & Flags — Lockie Cairns

1st U17 M Beach Relay — Sean Leach, Triton Dickens, Lockie Cairns & Luke Gillbanks.

A fantastic outing against strong competition — well done to all athletes involved.

BAY OF PLENTY SENIOR CARNIVAL - OHOPE

Our Seniors also shone at the Bay of Plenty Senior Carnival held in Ohope earlier this month, finishing 3rd
overall behind Omanu and Mount Maunganui. It was a great way to kick off 2026, with strong performances,
great team spirit, and valuable learning opportunities for our younger seniors ahead of upcoming
championship events.

A big thank you to the many clubbies who volunteered their time as officials, first aiders, event safety, and
water crew, and to Clare Pepers for the awesome photos capturing the day.
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Podium Results

1st U15 F Flags — Evie Metcalfe

2nd U19 F Iron — Trelise Chote

2nd U17 M Iron — Oliver Pepers

3rd U15 M Flags — Noah Miamura-Brown

3rd U19 F Board & Iron — Amelie Pearson

3rd U19 F Surf & Ski — Trelise Chote

3rd U17 M Sprints — Luke Gillbanks

3rd U17 M Surf — Oliver Pepers

1st U17 M Beach Relay — Sean Leach, Triton Dickens, Luke Gillbanks & Lockie Cairns
2nd U17 M Taplin Relay — Oliver Pepers, Luke Gillbanks & Triton Dickens
2nd U19 F Taplin Relay — Georgia Davoren, Trelise Chote & Amelie Pearson

Congratulations to everyone — whether you stood on the podium, made finals, or smashed personal goals.

MASTERS

A massive congratulations to the Masters team who competed at the Bay of Plenty Senior Carnival in Ohope
— the first Masters carnival of the summer season.

Unofficially finishing 2nd overall, behind a strong Omanu team, this was a fantastic result for a growing
Masters squad that included many first-time competitors in the blue and yellow. Highlights included one of
our biggest Masters turnouts in recent years, a dominant women’s board relay victory, and several individual
podium finishes.




Unofficial Scoreboard

Omanu — 128
Papamoa - 55
Whakatane — 41
Mount Maunganui — 22
Waihi — 22

Opotiki — 16

Podium Results

1st M Surf Race — Owen Miller

2nd M Flags & Sprints — Owen Miller

3rd F Flags & Sprints — Jenna Waite-Leonard

3rd F Board Race — Sarah Metcalfe

1st F Board Relay — Sarah Metcalfe, Heidi Omundsen & Jenna Waite-Leonard

1st Mixed Beach Relay — Angie Wall, Matt Ropati, Owen Miller & Jenna Waite-Leonard

An outstanding effort and a great start to the Masters season.

UPCOMING SENIOR & MASTER EVENTS

Champion of the Bays — Gisborne | 6-7 February
Northern Region Senior Championships — Omaha | 14-15 February
New Zealand Surf Life Saving Championships (Nationals) — Ohope | 5-8 March

Thank you to our sponsors below who make all our
programmes possible.
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CSBS

www.papamoarotaryclub.co.nz

Papamoa

SURF CRAFT

www.sonicsurfcraft.co.nz Www.raceone.com.au



https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=www.papamoarotaryclub.co.nz&umid=bf48527b-18d4-470f-a47a-ffc6f52c86c4&rct=1769660597&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-dbed17850ece7a02db213fe2a2cac1344453c55c
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.sonicsurfcraft.co.nz&umid=bf48527b-18d4-470f-a47a-ffc6f52c86c4&rct=1769660597&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-2ae274f51772ff7aeed840d3626863a0bc3a4300
https://raceone.com.au/
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.papamoarotaryclub.co.nz&umid=bf48527b-18d4-470f-a47a-ffc6f52c86c4&rct=1769660597&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-b125fe9b92e54157edfcf26a6a357ce5c3eac037
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.sonicsurfcraft.co.nz&umid=bf48527b-18d4-470f-a47a-ffc6f52c86c4&rct=1769660597&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-2ae274f51772ff7aeed840d3626863a0bc3a4300
https://raceone.com.au/

