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13th February 2026

RACE NIGHT & CLUB NIGHT

With a weather watch in place, we’'ve made the call to cancel Race Night this evening. We know this will be
disappointing for our budding athletes who were looking forward to getting out on the water, but safety
always comes first.

The good news is Club Night is still on!

We’'ll have the bar open from 4:30pm, so come on down, relax, and kick-start the weekend with your surf
club whanau. Unfortunately, The Fat Buddha food truck won’t be attending, so why not grab some fish and
chips, pizza, or your favourite local takeaway, and bring it along to enjoy at the club? It's the perfect chance
to connect, unwind, and spend time with your fellow members.
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OCEANS '26 COMES TO PAPAMOA

As most of you will know by now, Oceans '26 — Festival of Junior Lifesaving has been relocated to our club
due to the recent devastating weather events at the Mount. Hosting Oceans is a true privilege for Papamoa
and a major moment for our club.




Spread over four days (19-22 February), Oceans will bring approximately 700 junior athletes from 50 clubs
across the country, along with their families, coaches, and supporters. It is one of the biggest events on the
Surf Life Saving calendar, and we are proud to step up as hosts.

This will be a large-scale event, and to make it a success, we will need the support, patience, and
enthusiasm of our whole club community. Our goal is to ensure the event runs smoothly, showcases our
club spirit, and delivers an unforgettable experience for junior athletes from around the country.

A huge thank you to everyone who has already volunteered to help — many hands make light work, and
your support is truly appreciated.

KEY INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS

With SLSNZ beginning setup from Monday onward, it's going to be a busy week at the club. Please take
note of the following important updates:

Access to the Club

e Club access will be limited from Wednesday through to Sunday.

e Please expect significant foot traffic and operational activity in and around the building.
Parking & Road Closures

Parking will be extremely limited.

The access road from the Holiday Park, right around past the club to Papamoa Beach Road, will be
closed from early Wednesday morning through to late on Monday morning.

The Domain Road carpark will be fully closed and used for food trucks, merchandise vendors, and
SLSNZ staff.

The large grassed area off Papamoa Beach Road (usually used for Junior Surf parking) will also be
unavailable, as it will accommodate club trailers from across the country.

Getting to the Club

o We encourage members to walk, bike, or scooter to the club where possible.
Clubhouse Access

e The clubhouse and changing rooms will remain open for members.

¢ However, due to the scale of the event, access may not be as easy or quick as usual.

Oceans and Oceans Development Training

e Oceans and Oceans Development training will continue as normal on Monday — Wednesday but
as described above, parking will be limited so please plan for that.




Wedding — Friday

A wedding is being held at the club on Friday afternoon/evening. This was booked prior to Oceans
being moved to Papamoa.

Please be respectful and avoid the clubhouse and surrounding area from 4pm onward to ensure
the couple has the best possible day during what will already be a busy period.

Help During the Week

¢ If you haven’t already indicated that you can help, but you have some time, please email Nikki in
the office: info@papamoalifequards.co.nz — we appreciate all the help we can get!

Thank You, Papamoa Whanau

Hosting Oceans is a huge undertaking, but it's also a chance for us to shine as a club — showcasing our
people, our culture, and our incredible beach. Thank you again to our volunteers, supporters, and members
for your flexibility and enthusiasm.

It's going to be a massive week.

It's going to be busy.
And it's going to be something we can all be proud of.
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There have been some changes to the schedule for the remainder of
the season so please make sure you update your calendars and keep
a close eye on the Junior Surf Facebook Page for any further
updates. Here is a summary:

Sun 15 February - Omanu Carnival

e U8s, U9s and 10s — for those not going to the carnival, a regular Junior Surf session will run, but
age groups may be combined depending on numbers.
e U6s & U7s — will run as normal.

We wish all our competitors heading to the Omanu Carnival the very best — go out there, have fun,
support each other, and enjoy the experience!
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Sun 22 February - CANCELLED

Due to the Oceans Festival of Junior Surf relocating from the Mount to Papamoa, we don’t have the beach
space to safely run Junior Surf. This session is cancelled.

We encourage families to head down and support our Papamoa clubbies competing at Oceans — it's a
fantastic event and an inspiring chance for younger nippers to see what they could be doing in a few years’
time!

Sunday 1 March — Regular Session
Junior Surf runs as normal.

Sunday 8 March — Practice Club Champs Session
To make up for the cancelled session, we’ll be running a special practice Club Champs, designed to be
fun, supportive, and mini-carnival style — perfect prep for the real thing the following week.

e U6 & U7: Combined session.
o All other age groups: Rotating through arenas.

Sunday 15 March — Club Champs

Club Champs will proceed as scheduled. More details will be shared soon.

As always, please keep an eye on Facebook for any updates or weather-related cancellations.

LIFEGUARDING

A huge good luck to our two Surf Lifeguard Award exam candidates, Zoe and Bryan, who will be sitting their
final assessment this Saturday. You’ve both put in a lot of hard work — go out there and give it your best!

We'd also like to wish the very best to those completing the Rock Module this weekend. A big thank-you to
Nikita and Ryan for generously giving their time to run this important course for our team.

We also have 4-5 candidates who are close to completing their Board Module — they’ll be signed off as
soon as conditions line up. Keep at it team, you’re nearly there.

A friendly reminder:

We really value the support lifeguards give to Junior Surf, but patrol duties always take priority if you are
rostered on. We've had a few patrols short on numbers at the start of the day, so please check in on time
and confirm with your Patrol Captain before supporting Junior Surf.
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LIFEGUARDING DOWN SOUTH — A CATCH-UP WITH VITALI

One of our valued Papamoa lifeguards, Vitali
Percival, has headed back to Invercargill to
continue his studies. Even though he’s traded
sun-soaked Papamoa patrols for the cooler
southern climate, he hasn’t stayed away from the
beach for long. Vitali has been patrolling with the
local Oreti Surf Lifesaving Club — a very different
environment from home. We caught up with him to
find out what life is like as a lifeguard down south
and how it compares to Papamoa.

Settling Back Into Study

“Adjusting back into study down here is a bit of a
shock to the system after spending the summer on
the beach,” Vitali admits. After months of warm
sand, surf, and busy patrols, the return to classroom
life has taken some getting used to.

Patrolling at Oreti Beach

His first patrol with the local club was certainly memorable. “I spent the patrol pushing cars out of the sand,
surfing with dolphins, and getting some training on the boat and board.” Oreti Beach offers its own brand of
excitement — and surprises — for a visiting lifeguard.

Describing the conditions, Vitali says: “Oreti is a very flat beach with a huge tidal zone. Strong winds off the
Foveaux Strait often turn it into a washing machine. Like Pap, it's unbeatable on a good day.”




Different Hazards — Especially the Cars

One of the biggest contrasts with Papamoa? The
traffic. “It's not unusual to have more cars than
people onthe beach!” Managing vehicles is aroutine
part of patrolling at Oreti— a hazard our guards don’t
typically contend with at home.

A Unique Patrolling Setup
With no SurfCom and a clubhouse hidden behind the dunes, the patrol style is notably different. “We tow a
trailer onto the beach and operate out of that for the day — the tower is on the roof.”

Although the Oreti clubrooms may appear modest from the outside, Vitali says they’re full of charm: “The
Clubroom might not look like much from the outside but inside is a well-maintained classic surf club with a
homely vibe. Like Pap, the clubbies take pride in maintaining their environment and equipment.”

The club culture feels familiar too: “The clubbies here are great — there’s a family vibe just like Pap. There
are plenty of opportunities to get involved, and patrolling a beach as unique as this has given me some
serious perspective.”

A Message for Home
Before signing off, Vitali had a few words for his Papamoa whanau: “Enjoy the warmth, look after The Minion,
and remember that you patrol the best beach in the world.”

ROOKIES

It's been a fantastic summer for our Rookies, who have been busy learning what it truly means to be a
lifeguard and how to contribute as part of an active patrol team. They’'ve been developing a wide range of




important skills — and for many who are approaching the eligible age of 14 to sit their Surf Lifeguard Award,
the Rookies Programme has been the perfect introduction to their lifeguarding journey.

One of the standout highlights this season has been their regular team swim sessions. These swims have
been a huge confidence booster, helping our young guards build capability, resilience, and trust in the water.

This weekend is shaping up to be an exciting one for our Rookies:

Saturday 14 February — Blowhole Jump

Some of our instructors will be running a Rock Rescue Training Course for qualified lifeguards, with practical
components taking place off Leisure Island at The Mount. Once training wraps up, the Rookies have been
invited to join the team for a supervised jump off the blowhole — an iconic experience and a lot of fun. With
around 15 lifeguards, IRB support, and a controlled setup, it will be an incredibly safe environment for our
Rookies to enjoy something special.

Sunday 15 February — Masters vs. Rookies Challenge
On Sunday, the fun continues with a friendly Masters vs. Rookies team race!
Events will include:




Paddling an empty IRB

Flipping an empty IRB

Teamwork challenges

A bit of swimming

Plenty of laughs and friendly competition

It's always a great way to build confidence, strengthen teamwork, and bring our lifeguarding community
together.

We want to acknowledge and thank EVES Real
v i Estate Bay of Plenty for their ongoing support of our
Rookies Programme. Their commitment helps us
deliver awesome training experiences and
opportunities for our future lifeguards.
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JUNIOR SURF SPORT

Eastern Region Junior Champs - Team Wrap Up

Our Junior Oceans squad had an outstanding weekend in Gisborne at the Eastern Region Junior
Championships, delivering exceptional performances across the board. Despite being a small team of just
18 athletes, their effort, determination, and strong club spirit saw Papamoa finish 2nd overall.

Getting to the event was no small feat. Due to multiple road closures and long stretches of roadworks, the
trip to and from Gisborne stretched into a 6—7 hour journey each way. The commitment shown by our
athletes, coaches, managers, and whanau did not go unnoticed by other clubs. In fact, we received this
heartfelt message from Waimarama Surf Life Saving Club:

“The huge effort you guys went to, to make it over to
Gizzy for Junior ERCs is epic. A journey of around 7
hours is no small commitment, and the fact that you
made that trek to support the event speaks volumes
about your club's dedication and spirit. It was so
impressive. AND, competition wise, your athletes
competed very well! | hope everyone made it home
safe and sound, and we are looking forward to
joining you guys for Oceans later in the month!”

— Katie Geary, on behalf of the Waimarama
Oceans team
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The conditions for racing were excellent, with clean surf and warm sunshine, giving our team plenty of
opportunities to shine. They powered out around the cans, handled the pop-and-roll with confidence,
smashed their run—swim-run races, and supported one another across all age groups. In their downtime,
the camaraderie was just as strong, with bridge-jumping and beach fun keeping spirits high.

Below is a full breakdown of our podium results. A huge congratulations to each athlete who competed —
you represented Papamoa with pride.

Individual Age Group Overall Results
U11 Boys

e © 1st- Ethan Botha
U12 Girls

e © 3rd-Leah Botha

U12 Boys

e © 3rd-Clay Heatley

U13 Girls

e © 3rd-Summer Jackson
U13 Boys

e © 3rd-Ricky Broadley
U14 Boys

e © 3rd-Hunter Jones
e © 2nd - Kobe Kelly




Team & Relay Results
U12 Girls Board Relay

e © 3rd - Leah Botha, Chloe Williams & Harper Petricevich
U12 Mixed Beach Relay
e © 2nd - Clay Heatley, Ethan Botha, Emily Cox & Leah Botha

U14 Boys Board Rescue

e © 2nd - Kobe Kelly & Hunter Jones

U14 Girls Board Rescue

e © 2nd - Willow Ropati & Summer Jackson
U14 Boys Tube Rescue

e © 2nd - Kobe Kelly & Ricky Broadley
U14 Girls Tube Rescue

e © 2nd - Summer Jackson & Sophie Braithwaite
U14 Boys Board Relay

e © 1st-Kobe Kelly, Hunter Jones & Ricky Broadley
U14 Girls Board Relay

e © 3rd-Willow Ropati, Summer Jackson & Clara Jackson
U14 Grand Cameron

e © 1st-Kobe Kelly, Hunter Jones, Ricky Broadley, Summer Jackson, Willow Ropati &
Caitlyn Strange




U14 Mixed Beach Relay

e © 2nd - Kobe Kelly, Hunter Jones, Caitlyn Strange & Drew Heatley

Thank Yous

A massive thank you goes out to everyone who contributed to the success of this trip:

Our athletes — for your resilience, determination, and incredible team spirit.

Our coaches, managers, parents, and volunteers — for the long hours, organisation, and
commitment both on and off the sand.

Cody Keepa — for capturing stunning photos that showcased our athletes in action.

Midway Surf Club — for hosting a fantastic event.

Waimarama SLSC — for the kind acknowledgement and support.

What a team, what a weekend, and what an effort from everyone involved. With this momentum behind us,
we’re ready to carry that energy into Oceans ’26, right here at home.

LOOKING AHEAD

While Oceans 2026 marks the official end of our Junior Surf sports season, preparations for next season
begin almost immediately. Below is a brief overview of what's coming up for our Oceans athletes, Oceans
Development, and transitioning U14s.
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BEGINNER SKI PROGRAMME

A key step for our under 14 athletes moving into the
senior surf environment, this programme teaches
the fundamentals of surf ski paddling and builds the
base needed for Senior Surf Sports. Runs three
times a week from 11 March through to late
April/July. Full details will be emailed next week.
Important: U14 athletes intending to move into
Senior Surf Sports should strongly consider this
programme, as opting out may limit opportunities
later.

OCEAN ATHLETES

Athletes will take one week off after Oceans to rest
and recover before Dbeginning a lighter,
fitness-focused training block. All details will be
shared on the Oceans Facebook Page, so please
keep an eye out for updates.

OCEAN DEVELOPMENT

Ocean Development continues as normal:

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 4:00-5:00pm
Running through to 12 March

No session on Thursday 19 February due to
the Oceans event

Sessions will run on 24 & 26 February —
Ocean athletes are welcome to join, and
groups will be split where possible

SUNDAY FUNDAY RETURNS

Starting 12 April (2-3pm) our popular Sunday Funday
sessions return after patrol season.

These supervised free-play sessions allow members
to enjoy the water, use club equipment, and have fun
in a relaxed setting.

Open to all: Oceans, Ocean Development,
Seniors, Masters.

More details — including guidelines and
expectations — have been shared on the Oceans
Facebook Page so make sure you check it out.
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KEY DATES AT A GLANCE

Beginner Ski Programme: starts 11 March
Post-Oceans Training : starts 2 March

Ocean Development : runs through to 12 March
Sunday Funday : starts 12 April, 2-3pm

GOOD LUCK TO OUR OCEAN ATHLETES

And finally, we’'d like to wish all our athletes competing at Oceans '26 the very best of luck as the event gets
underway here in Papamoa next week.

We’re proud of every athlete who puts themselves
on the start line, gives their best, and represents our

club with commitment and teamwork. It takes
courage to compete, and you’ve all worked hard to
get here.

The club is right behind you — and we’ll be out there
supporting you over the four days. Enjoy the
experience, look after each other, and have a great
event.

Thank you to our sponsors below who make all our
programmes possible.

G.J. Gardner.

HOMES
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www.aquaholics.co.nz
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FUNERALS

www.jbwere.co.nz

www.legacyfunerals.co.nz

RERMON o  |PAKRSAVE

www.bodyinmotion.co.nz EXC VATIONS PAPAMOA

www.paknsave.co.nz

www.cmtexcavations.co.nz

Exceptional. Every day.

WWW.EVES.CO.NZ

Palm ' Springs

www.palmsprings.co.nz

www.fultonswimschool.co.nz

Papamna

www.papamoarotaryclub.co.nz

SURF CRAFT

www.sonicsurfcraft.co.nz WWW.raceone.com.au
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