
 

PSLSC MEMBER NEWSLETTER 

27th February 2026 

OCEANS ’26 AT PĀPĀMOA — FOUR UNFORGETTABLE 
DAYS 

 
What a week on our home beach. From the first whistle to the last flag, our athletes, volunteers, and whānau 
delivered something truly special. Hosting Oceans ’26 at Pāpāmoa was an enormous undertaking — and 
an incredible showcase of our club, our people, and the spirit of Junior Surf. 

 
. 
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A MESSAGE OF THANKS FROM OUR CHAIR 

  
“On behalf of the Pāpāmoa Surf Life Saving Club, thank you to everyone who made Oceans ’26 such an 
incredible success. It was such a privilege to be the host club - the first time in the events 25 year history. I 
want to acknowledge a few groups of people who volunteered their time and made significant contributions: 
 
Our Oceans coaches — Jack, Holly, Jake and our resource coaches — put in countless hours on the 
beach in all conditions since October to ensure our athletes were at their best for competition. 
Our age-group managers and parent helpers kept everything running smoothly: getting athletes to the 
start line on time, chasing them down with sunscreen, and keeping them well fed throughout the event. 



Our officials, first-aid crew, and lifeguards — thank you for making yourselves available and for the 
professionalism you brought to every moment. 
Our work-party volunteers tackled early mornings, parking cars, setting up sprint tracks and flag pits, 
putting up and packing down arena tents, and managing hundreds of metres of bunting and fencing. With 
so many hands pitching in, the workload was lighter — I almost enjoyed it! 
Our team in the office kept the club running behind the scenes, coordinating countless moving parts and 
juggling pre-booked events to make everything work. 
And finally, to our amazing athletes, who represented our Pāpāmoa club values — excellence, 
commitment, encouragement, respect — and most importantly, had a huge amount of fun while doing it! 
 
We should all be incredibly proud of how the club came together — on the beach, behind the scenes, and 
in the way our athletes conducted themselves. Thank you for representing Pāpāmoa with pride.” 
 
— Mat Bowling, Chairperson, Pāpāmoa SLSC 

 
.  

. 
 

. 
 

A FINAL WORD OF THANKS 

 
A huge thank you also goes to Grass Roots Trust, whose support ensured more of our young athletes 
could take part in this incredible event. Their grant helped reduce entry fees, making Oceans ’26 more 
accessible for our Junior Surf whānau. 
 
And finally, a massive thank you to all our Oceans sponsors for standing behind our club and our athletes: 
GJ Gardner Homes NZ, Aquaholics Ltd, Guild and Spence Electrical, JBWere, Mitre 10 Pāpāmoa, 
PAK’nSAVE Pāpāmoa, Body in Motion Health, CMT Excavations Ltd, EVES Real Estate BOP. 
 
Your support helps make events like this possible — and unforgettable. 

 
. 
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Photos by: Chrissi Ropati, Jemma Dixon and Jamie Troughton - thank you all. 

https://www.facebook.com/grassrootstrustnz
https://www.facebook.com/GJGardnerHomesNewZealand
https://www.facebook.com/AquaholicsLtd
https://www.facebook.com/guildspence.co.nz
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.jbwere.co.nz%2fwealth%2dservices&umid=9b4130a1-945c-4d2d-aa7d-9a1392d1b6df&rct=1772147377&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-12640b12a012e824a8bf872ee38d8c6092fe683b
https://www.facebook.com/Mitre10Papamoa
https://www.facebook.com/thesavepapamoa
https://www.facebook.com/bodyinmotionhealth
https://www.facebook.com/cmtexcavations.nz
https://www.facebook.com/Eves.co.nz
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JUNIOR SURF 
 
WHAT A DAY AT THE OMANU CARNIVAL!  
 
The Omanu Teams Carnival took place recently for our young Junior 
Surf athletes. A huge thank-you to Gillian Johnston for providing this 
awesome wrap-up of the day’s action — here’s how it all went down... 

 

“We took our biggest team yet from Pāpāmoa, and even had more competitors than the hosting club, 
Omanu! It was an early start, with an awesome crew down there to help load up. Huge thanks especially to 
the Crooms, and to everyone who pitched in with setup and pack-down; we couldn’t do it without you. 
 
From there it was sandy feet, loads of energy, and serious team spirit. It was so cool to see our tamariki 
backing each other, giving it everything in the relays, and finishing the day with big smiles (and a few very 
tired legs!). 

 
. 

 
. 

 

The Omanu Carnival is a special one. The flexibility of the Omanu crew who organise it means everyone 
gets a go and the chance to give it their best. These team-based carnivals are a special part of surf lifesaving, 
focusing not just on placings, but on building confidence, resilience, and learning to support your mates in 
the water and on the beach. 
 
Huge thanks to our volunteer coaches, water safety, team managers, and whānau who make days like this 
possible. It really does take a village, and we’re pretty lucky with ours. So proud of every single kid who 
pulled on the cap and represented our club. Bring on the next one! 
 
And while this carnival is all about fun and participation, it would be rude not to give a shout-out to some 
outstanding team results.” 



 
. 
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RESULTS HIGHLIGHTS  
 
Under 8s 
• GIRLS Pāpāmoa Pixies – 1st 
• BOYS Pāpāmoa Pirates – 2nd 
• MIXED Pāpāmoa Pāua – 1st 
Under 9s 
• GIRLS Pāpāmoa Seals – 2nd 
• BOYS Pāpāmoa Blue Cod – 2nd 
• MIXED Pāpāmoa Hāpuku – 1st 
Under 10s 
• GIRLS Pāpāmoa Moki – 1st 
• BOYS Pāpāmoa Kahawai – 3rd 
• MIXED Pāpāmoa Blue Cod – 3rd 
Under 12s 
• BOYS Pāpāmoa Trevally – 1st 
• MIXED Pāpāmoa Snapper – 1st 

LIFEGUARD COURSE & INSTRUCTOR CALL-OUT 

 
Loved watching your kids thrive at Junior Surf? Be part of the action next season. 
As the Junior Surf season winds down, it’s the perfect time to take the next step and get involved on the 
beach. Many of our current lifeguards started exactly where you are now — cheering from the sand — and 
discovered how rewarding it is to be part of the team. We’re encouraging Junior Surf parents to join our 
Lifeguard Award course or shadow as a future instructor. 

 

Become a Lifeguard — Course Starts 22 March 
Our next Lifeguard Award course kicks off Sunday, 22 March, with the 
exam on 11 April. It’s a great pathway to: 

• Support your child on Sunday mornings 
• Build confidence and skills in the ocean 



• Join a patrol (start as Patrol Support if you prefer) 

No experience needed — just a willingness to learn in a supportive 
team environment. CLICK HERE to learn more & sign up. 

 

 

Interested in Instructing?  
If you’re curious about becoming an instructor, you can shadow this 
upcoming course (starting 22 March) to see how it runs before 
completing the instructor qualification. We already have one person 
shadowing — we’d love to add a few more. 
To join the shadow group or for more information, please don’t 
hesitate to get in touch with Marama - 
marama.mateparae@xtra.co.nz 

 

JUNIOR TROPHIES – PLEASE RETURN TO THE CLUB 

 
If you have any Junior trophies at home — including Junior Surf or Race Night trophies — we’d love to have 
them back as we get ready for prizegiving. 
 
Please either drop them into the club office during office hours (Mon–Fri, 8:30am–2:30pm), or bring them 
when your kids come down for training. If the office is locked, you can leave trophies inside the club end of 
the clubhouse — please just email Nikki to let her know where you have put them: 
info@papamoalifeguards.co.nz. Thank you! 

WHAT'S COMING UP... 
 

Sunday 1 March – Regular Session 

Junior Surf runs as normal. 
 

Sunday 8 March – Practice Club Champs Session 

To make up for the cancelled session, we’ll be running a special practice Club Champs, designed to be 
fun, supportive, and mini-carnival style — perfect prep for the real thing the following week. 

• U6 & U7: Combined session. 
• All other age groups: Rotating through arenas. 

 

Sunday 15 March – Club Champs 

Club Champs will proceed as scheduled. More details will be shared soon. 
 

Sunday 22 March - End of Season Celebration and Prizegiving 

From 4pm - save the date for our big end-of-season celebration and prizegiving — plus a little something 
special we’ll be revealing soon! 

As always, please keep an eye on Facebook for any updates or cancellations. 

http://papamoalifeguards.co.nz/lifeguarding/become-a-lifeguard
mailto:marama.mateparae@xtra.co.nz
mailto:info@papamoalifeguards.co.nz
https://www.facebook.com/groups/PSLSCJuniorSurf
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LIFEGUARDING 

 

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST 
LIFEGUARDS 
 
Please join us in celebrating our two newest 
lifeguards — Zoe Omundsen, joining Echo Patrol 
and Bryan Li’Wagner, joining Alpha Patrol.  
 
Earning your Lifeguard Award is a big achievement, 
and we’re thrilled to welcome you to patrol life. See 
you out there! 

 

ARE YOU FOLLOWING THE SLSNZ | EASTERN REGION FACEBOOK PAGE? 

 
This is where all course information and registration details for our region are posted. Add it to your favourites 
so you never miss an update! Here are a couple of recent posts to be aware of... 

 
. 
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https://www.facebook.com/slsnzeasternregion?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZaj4ak_iDI1jbSrpdr-URVLOUK3hTPtqvmNu3tpp_SMpNIcalc07BntrklFzfPGwmaqPeG3WN3cxZW77aNvx-Q-VZuLqnni_73WZRsAK6WweyjVSseRy8GbULfjTGe6KHTtSZ1EG3JIPtPbprb0_NOn6tKJqzb7X4PrkOsQuNrPjXa02jsTfXrv5MhUCiC3phv8Hz0FwjcoOAqJKg5J7PbssbS4Bc1dnvw7uq-ynJ1aRA&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R


A DAY IN THE LIFE ON PATROL AT PĀPĀMOA BEACH 

 
Ever wondered what really happens during a typical day on patrol at Pāpāmoa Beach? Spoiler: there’s no 
such thing as a typical day. From training sessions to unexpected wildlife appearances, our lifeguards handle 
a huge range of situations — always with calm, teamwork, and dedication to keeping our beach safe. Here’s 
a look behind the scenes, with two recent snapshots from Charlie Patrol and Bravo Patrol. 

 

CHARLIE PATROL — 31 JANUARY 
Busy, unpredictable, and packed with surprises. 
Charlie Patrol hit the beach with a team of 8 junior lifeguards (17 and 
under) and 7 adults — and they were into it straight away. 
By 8am the crew were already out for rescue board training, 
sharpening skills before the flags even went up. From there, the day 
escalated quickly: 

• A boogie-boarder swept into a flash rip 
• A four-year-old with a one-inch barb stuck in their foot 
• And the removal of a dead hammerhead shark — all before 

lunchtime. 

 

 

With the shark posing a concern for beachgoers, the Patrol Captain 
made the call to transport the 1m+ shark back to the clubhouse. DOC 
were contacted and later collected it for disposal, confirming it 
wasn’t a species requiring further examination. 
Just when the team thought things might settle… Stop The Press! At 
2pm, a member of the public reported a dead penguin on the beach. 
Charlie Patrol to the rescue — again. 
A huge day for the team, handled with professionalism, teamwork, 
and plenty of learning moments for our young guards. 

 

BRAVO PATROL — 14 FEBRUARY 

Calm seas, clean windows, and community connection. 
Valentine’s Day delivered a stunning day for patrol — mirror-flat water, barely a breath of wind, and a beach 
full of relaxed visitors. 
With conditions calm, Bravo used the day to combine patrolling with professional development: 

• A successful morning exam for one of the guards 
• Skill development, working together to build confidence and teamwork 
• Cleaning inside and outside clubhouse windows 
• Organising and refreshing the toy library 
• Several roams to keep an eye on beach activity 

Guards also spent time talking with overseas visitors, sharing local knowledge and surf safety advice. 
 



Even on the quiet days, the team carried out preventative actions — stepping in early to stop small hazards 
from becoming real problems. 
 

WHY WE SHARE THESE STORIES 

Because this is what surf lifesaving really looks like. 
Not just rescues — though there are plenty of those. 
Not just sunny days — though we love those too. 
It’s training, teamwork, quick decisions, helping the public, caring for our coastline, and being ready for 
anything the ocean sends our way. And it’s all made possible by the lifeguards — junior and senior — who 
show up, stay sharp, and serve our community with pride. 
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ROOKIES 

 

ROOKIES TAKE ON THE BLOWHOLE 

 
On Saturday 14 February, a group of eight of our Rookies took part in an unforgettable training adventure 
at Leisure Island. After the lifeguards wrapped up their Rock Rescue Module training, and with the support 
of Jamie M, Ryan, and Nikita, the Rookies were ferried by IRB to the iconic blowhole — an experience in 
itself. 

 

Once there, the challenge began. The group 
scrambled up the cliff to the lower ledge before 
progressing to the highest jump point. With the tide 
pushing in, the jump was higher than usual, but the 
Rookies rose to the moment, encouraging each 
other and taking the leap — quite literally — with 
plenty of excitement. 
 
Beyond the fun, the day delivered valuable learning. 
The Rookies practised reading rock conditions, 
learnt how to use wave surges to move safely onto 
the rocks, and experienced first-hand the 
environments they’ll eventually operate in as 
qualified lifeguards. 

 

To get a sense of what the day meant from the Rookie perspective, we asked Charlotte Cairns to share her 
experience: 
 
What did you enjoy most? 
“The whole experience was fun — going on the IRB from the beach, climbing up the rocks, and then jumping 
from the top.” 
 
Did you learn anything new or build confidence? 



“We learnt to use the waves to help climb up onto the rocks.” 
 
Were you nervous beforehand? 
“No, I’ve jumped from similar heights at camps before and really enjoy it.” 
 
Would you do it again? 
“Yes, it was a lot of fun! I would be keen to do it again for sure.” 
 
Anything else you’d like to add? 
“Thank you to Neil and Jamie for organising for us to take part.” 
 
A huge thank you to Ryan and Nikita for providing water safety and guidance throughout the session, 
ensuring the activity was both safe and confidence-building — and to the organisers who helped create a 
day these young guards won’t forget. 

 

READY FOR THE CHALLENGE 
 
Next month our Rookie lifeguards will wrap up their season in style as 
they head to the Rookies Challenge — an action-packed day designed 
to celebrate everything they’ve learned, build confidence, and have a 
whole lot of fun with their mates. 

 

The Challenge brings Rookie teams together from across the region for a morning of teamwork-based 
activities. Throughout the day, they’ll rotate through a series of stations that test their knowledge, 
problem-solving and patrol skills — from basic first aid and CPR through to fun race elements and real-life 
beach scenarios. It’s all done as a team, with the focus firmly on learning, supporting each other, and 
enjoying the experience. 
 
While there’s always a touch of friendly competition, the Rookies Challenge is really about celebrating the 
season, showcasing how far these young guards have come, and giving them one last chance to finish the 
year on a high. 
 
To all our Pāpāmoa Rookies taking part — good luck, have fun, and enjoy every minute! 

. 

JUNIOR SURF SPORT 



 

As mentioned earlier, Oceans ’26 was an outstanding success — both as hosts and as competitors. From 
defending our title as national champions to athletes achieving personal goals, making finals, and securing 
top-10 finishes, our team delivered across the board. A massive congratulations to every athlete who dove 
in, pushed hard, and represented Pāpāmoa with pride. 

 

The weather turned on four incredible days, and 
while the surf didn’t produce the usual waves, the 
energy, effort, and fun were still huge. And of course 
— the aerial display by the RNZAF Black Falcons 
was an absolute highlight of the weekend. If you 
haven’t seen their video yet, it’s well worth a watch: 
https://www.facebook.com/RNZAFBlackFalcons  

 

A huge thank you to clubbies Chrissi Ropati and Jemma Dixon for capturing all the action across the 
four days, along with Jamie Troughton from Dscribe Media. The photos in this newsletter are a mix of 
their combined work — we’re incredibly grateful for the stunning images that showcase the spirit of 
Oceans ’26. 

https://www.facebook.com/RNZAFBlackFalcons
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Here are our medal winners… 
 

PODIUM RESULTS  
 
DAY 1 

• U12 Female Beach Sprint — 🥈 2nd: Leah Botha 

• U12 Mixed Beach Relay — 🥉 3rd: Pāpāmoa A (Leah Botha, Uru Ngawati Taua, Clay Heatley, 

Cove Dickens) 

• U14 Female Surf Race — 🥉 3rd: Beth Metcalfe 

• U13 Male Surf Race — 🥉 3rd: Caleb McLean 

• U13 Female Surf Race — 🥉 3rd: Summer Jackson 

 
DAY 2 

• U13 Male Board Race — 🥇 1st: Caleb McLean 

• U13 Female Board Race — 🥇 1st: Willow Ropati; 🥉 3rd: Miela Murphy 

• U14 Female Beach Sprint — 🥇 1st: Caitlyn Strange 

• U13 Male Beach Sprint — 🥈 2nd: Caleb McLean 

• U13 Female Beach Sprint — 🥇 1st: Miela Murphy 

• U13/14 Male Board Rescue — 🥉 3rd: Pāpāmoa A (Caleb McLean & Kobe Kelly) 

• U13/14 Female Board Rescue — 🥇 1st: Pāpāmoa A (Willow Ropati & Beth Metcalfe); 🥉 3rd: 

Pāpāmoa B (Miela Murphy & Zoe Omundsen) 

• U13/14 Mixed Beach Relay — 🥇 1st: Pāpāmoa A (Caitlyn Strange, Miela Murphy, Caleb 

McLean, Maxwell Crocker) 



DAY 3 

• U13 Female Run-Swim-Run — 🥇 1st: Summer Jackson 

• U11 Male Run-Swim-Run — 🥈 2nd: Ethan Botha 

• U13/14 Male Board Relay — 🥈 2nd: Pāpāmoa A (Hunter Jones, Caleb McLean, Kobe Kelly) 

• U13/14 Female Board Relay — 🥈 2nd: Pāpāmoa A (Miela Murphy, Willow Ropati, Beth 

Metcalfe) 

• U14 Female Beach Flags — 🥈 2nd: Caitlyn Strange 

• U13 Female Beach Flags — 🥇 1st: Miela Murphy 

• U12 Male Beach Flags — 🥇 1st: Louie Park 

• U12 Female Beach Flags — 🥈 2nd: Leah Botha 

• U11 Female Beach Flags — 🥇 1st: Uru Ngawati Taua; 🥈 2nd: Emily Cox 

 
DAY 4 

• U14 Male Diamond — 🥉 3rd: Kobe Kelly 

• U13 Male Diamond — 🥇 1st: Caleb McLean 

• U13 Female Diamond — 🥉 3rd: Summer Jackson 

• U13–14 Mixed Grand Cameron Relay — 🥉 3rd: Pāpāmoa A (Sam Wing, Zoe Omundsen, Beth 

Metcalfe, Kobe Kelly, Caleb McLean, Caitlyn Strange) 

 
. 
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What a team, what a weekend, and what an effort from everyone involved. 
 
“Oceans 2026 is ours… but this will be remembered for more than the score. It’s about belonging, legacy, 
and who we are — achieved here, on our beach.” 
— Head Coach, Jack Bullock 

. 

LOOKING AHEAD 

 



While Oceans 2026 marks the official end of our Junior Surf sports season, preparations for next season 
begins almost immediately. Below is a brief overview of what’s coming up for our Oceans athletes, Oceans 
Development, and transitioning U14s. 

 

BEGINNER SKI PROGRAMME 
A key step for our under 14 athletes moving into the 
senior surf environment, this programme teaches 
the fundamentals of surf ski paddling and builds the 
base needed for Senior Surf Sports. Runs three times 
a week from 11 March through to late April/July. Full 
details will be emailed soon.  
Important: U14 athletes intending to move into 
Senior Surf Sports should strongly consider this 
programme, as opting out may limit opportunities 
later. 

 

 

OCEAN ATHLETES  
Athletes will take one week off after Oceans to rest 
and recover before beginning a lighter, 
fitness-focused training block. All details will be 
shared on the Oceans Facebook Page, so please 
keep an eye out for updates. 

 

 

OCEAN DEVELOPMENT 
Ocean Development continues as normal: 

• Tuesdays & Thursdays, 4:00–5:00pm 
• Running through to 12 March 

 

 

SUNDAY FUNDAY RETURNS  
Starting 12 April (2–3pm) our popular Sunday Funday 
sessions return after patrol season. 
These supervised free-play sessions allow members 
to enjoy the water, use club equipment, and have fun 
in a relaxed setting. 
Open to all: Oceans, Ocean Development, 
Seniors, Masters. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/144698006124640


More details — including guidelines and 
expectations — have been shared on the Oceans 
Facebook Page so make sure you check it out.  

 

KEY DATES AT A GLANCE 

• Beginner Ski Programme: starts 11 March 
• Post-Oceans Training : starts 2 March 
• Ocean Development : runs through to 12 March 
• Sunday Funday : starts 12 April, 2–3pm 

. 

CHAMPION OF THE BAYS – WORLD OCEAN SERIES 

 
Our Senior Surf Sports squad had an outstanding weekend in Gisborne for Champion of the Bays, delivering 
three days of fast, competitive racing across beach and water events. 
 
Friday brought the heat with strong sprints and flags results, followed by a full day of individual and team 
races on Saturday. The team rounded out the weekend with the always-popular Super Teams Sunday. 
Perfect weather and plenty of team spirit made the long trip worthwhile, and the performances were a brilliant 
buildup towards Nationals next week. 
 
A huge congratulations to every athlete who stepped onto the start line — your effort, commitment, and 
sportsmanship made the club incredibly proud. 

 
. 
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PODIUM RESULTS – CHAMPION OF THE BAYS 

 
INDIVIDUAL 

• 1st – U17 Men Iron: Luke Gillbanks & Oliver Pepers (joint) 
• 1st – U17 Men Surf Race: Oliver Pepers 
• 1st – U17 Men Board Race: Luke Gillbanks 
• 1st – U17 Men Beach Sprints: Luke Gillbanks 
• 2nd – Open Women Iron: Georgia Davoren 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/144698006124640
https://www.facebook.com/groups/144698006124640


• 2nd – Open Men Board Race: Zac Cairns 
• 2nd – Open Men Iron: Oliver Pepers 
• 2nd – Open Men Surf Race: Oliver Pepers 
• 2nd – U17 Men Beach Sprints: Lockie Cairns 
• 2nd – U17 Men Surf Race: Luke Gillbanks 
• 2nd – U17 Men Ski Race: Luke Gillbanks 
• 3rd – Open Women Iron: Bella Davoren 
• 3rd – Open Women Ski Race: Georgia Davoren 
• 3rd – Open Women Surf Race: Bella Davoren 
• 3rd – Open Men Surf Race: Zac Cairns 
• 3rd – Open Men Iron: Zac Cairns 
• 3rd – U17 Men Surf Race: Lockie Cairns 
• 3rd – U17 Men Board Race: Oliver Pepers 
• 3rd – U17 Men Ski Race: Oliver Pepers 

 
. 

 
. 

 
. 

 

TEAMS 

• 1st – U17 Men Beach Relay: Triton, Sean, Lockie & Luke 
• 1st – U17 Men Taplin Relay: Luke, Triton & Oliver 
• 1st – U17 Men Board Relay: Lockie, Oliver & Luke 
• 1st – U17 Men Ski Relay: Oliver, Luke & Triton 
• 2nd – Open Mixed Taplin Relay: Sophie, Sean, Georgia, Lockie, Bella & Zac 
• 2nd – U17 Women Ski Relay: Brooke, Lucy & Ellie 
• 3rd – U17 Women Beach Relay: Lucy, Ellie, Sophia & Sophie 
• 3rd – U17 Women Board Relay: Sophia, Ellie & Lucy 
• 3rd – U17 Women Taplin Relay: Ellie, Lucy & Sophia 
• 3rd – Open Women Board Relay: Sophie, Bella & Georgia 
• 3rd – Open Men Board Relay: Sean, Triton & Zac 
• 3rd – Open Women Ski Relay: Georgia, Bella & Sophie 
• 3rd – Open Men Ski Relay: Lockie, Sean & Zac 
• 3rd – Open Women Taplin Relay: Bella, Georgia & Sophie 
• 3rd – Open Men Taplin Relay: Zac, Lockie & Sean 

NORTHERN REGION SENIOR CHAMPS – OMAHA 2026 

 
Our team of 11 headed north to Omaha for the Northern Region Senior Championships, putting on an 
impressive display of resilience, fitness, and teamwork across a packed schedule. 



 
With minimal downtime between races, athletes dug deep and delivered outstanding performances against 
strong northern competition. The trip had a great mix of racing and road-trip camaraderie, and the whole 
squad should be incredibly proud of their efforts. 
 
A special mention to Michael Leach, who stepped in to officiate at Northerns — greatly appreciated by the 
entire team. 

 
.  
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PODIUM RESULTS – NORTHERN REGION CHAMPS 

 
INDIVIDUAL 

• 1st – U17 Men Iron: Oliver Pepers 
• 1st – U17 Men Board Race: Oliver Pepers 
• 2nd – U17 Men Flags: Lockie Cairns 
• 3rd – U17 Men Sprints: Luke Gillbanks 
• 3rd – U17 Men Flags: Luke Gillbanks 
• 3rd – U17 Men Surf Race: Oliver Pepers 

 
TEAMS 

• 1st – U17 Men Beach Relay: Sean, Max, Lockie & Luke 
• 2nd – U17 Men Board Relay: Lockie, Luke & Oliver 

• 3rd – U17 Men Ski Relay: Triton, Oliver & Luke 
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THANK YOU TO OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS & SPONSORS 

 
Across both events, a huge thank-you goes to: 

• Clare Pepers (Champion of the Bays & Northerns) 
• Kate Magill (Northerns) 

 
And an enormous thank-you to the sponsors who continue to support our Senior Surf Sports programme: 
GJ Gardner Homes NZ, Aquaholics Ltd, Guild and Spence Electrical, JBWere, Mitre 10 Pāpāmoa, 
PAK’nSAVE Pāpāmoa, EVES Real Estate BOP, Waterman Store NZ. 
 
Your support helps our athletes train, travel, and perform at their best. 

. 

 

NEXT STOP – NATIONALS! 
 
The countdown is on as our Senior and Masters 
athletes prepare to take on the AON New Zealand 
Surf Lifesaving Championships 2026, held at Ōhope 
Beach from 5–8 March — the big season finale. 
This year, Pāpāmoa will be proudly represented by a 
50-strong squad, including: 

• 28 Senior athletes 
• 17 Masters athletes 
• 5 competitors in the surf boat 

 

Alongside our athletes, we are incredibly grateful to have 9 officials volunteering, plus several club members 
providing water safety support throughout the event. Their commitment ensures our team — and the event 
— can run smoothly and safely. 
 
It’s always a highlight seeing our competitors line up in the blue and yellow at Nationals, showcasing months 
of training, teamwork, and determination. We know they’ll give it everything on the sand, in the water, and 
in the boat. 
 
All the best to the entire Pāpāmoa squad — go well, race hard, and have fun!  

. 

https://www.facebook.com/GJGardnerHomesNewZealand
https://www.facebook.com/AquaholicsLtd
https://www.facebook.com/guildspence.co.nz
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.jbwere.co.nz%2fwealth%2dservices&umid=9b4130a1-945c-4d2d-aa7d-9a1392d1b6df&rct=1772147377&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-12640b12a012e824a8bf872ee38d8c6092fe683b
https://www.facebook.com/Mitre10Papamoa
https://www.facebook.com/thesavepapamoa
https://www.facebook.com/Eves.co.nz
https://www.facebook.com/watermanstorenz


Thank you to our sponsors below who make all our 
programmes possible. 

 
www.gjgardner.co.nz 

 
www.aquaholics.co.nz 

 
www.guildspence.co.nz 

 

 
www.jbwere.co.nz 

 
www.mitre10.co.nz 

 
www.legacyfunerals.co.nz 

 

 
www.bodyinmotion.co.nz 

 
www.cmtexcavations.co.nz 

 
www.paknsave.co.nz 

 

 
www.palmsprings.co.nz  

www.eves.co.nz  
www.fultonswimschool.co.nz 

 

https://www.gjgardner.co.nz/
https://aquaholics.co.nz/
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.guildspence.co.nz&umid=9b4130a1-945c-4d2d-aa7d-9a1392d1b6df&rct=1772147377&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-a672f3f7df842b34f0a64d4dad4aaef408ae33f8
https://www.jbwere.co.nz/
www.mitre10.co.nz
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.legacyfunerals.co.nz&umid=9b4130a1-945c-4d2d-aa7d-9a1392d1b6df&rct=1772147377&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-7fb3ce28172459982f15bd8ec48d0fff528da9c5
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=www.bodyinmotion.co.nz&umid=9b4130a1-945c-4d2d-aa7d-9a1392d1b6df&rct=1772147377&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-eed1b3a49e24b82c1e1232f91d3c05a621eeeb88
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=www.cmtexcavations.co.nz&umid=9b4130a1-945c-4d2d-aa7d-9a1392d1b6df&rct=1772147377&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-b413313092e9464e6a1224483083792a27618836
www.paknsave.co.nz
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=www.palmsprings.co.nz&umid=9b4130a1-945c-4d2d-aa7d-9a1392d1b6df&rct=1772147377&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-e4d0a78f3d60ce811a1a53bad0b317cf782cab9b
http://www.eves.co.nz/
https://www.fultonswimschool.co.nz/papamoa/
http://www.jarden.co.nz/
http://www.mitre10.co.nz/
http://www.paknsave.co.nz/
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.bodyinmotion.co.nz&umid=9b4130a1-945c-4d2d-aa7d-9a1392d1b6df&rct=1772147377&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-ad65a9b697156a7e55d2a37fb2cd7f6539ef1cb7
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.cmtexcavations.co.nz&umid=9b4130a1-945c-4d2d-aa7d-9a1392d1b6df&rct=1772147377&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-9204d417cb3604479676bdfad60ff6310613c203
http://www.paknsave.co.nz/
http://www.eves.co.nz/


 
www.papamoarotaryclub.co.nz 

 
www.sonicsurfcraft.co.nz 

 
www.raceone.com.au 

 

 
 

https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=www.papamoarotaryclub.co.nz&umid=9b4130a1-945c-4d2d-aa7d-9a1392d1b6df&rct=1772147377&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-da2d24a131530beed3d0fb9649cac90346c28ae1
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.sonicsurfcraft.co.nz&umid=9b4130a1-945c-4d2d-aa7d-9a1392d1b6df&rct=1772147377&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-234b13811e80b1a44a2016c095224ea1b404fcbd
https://raceone.com.au/
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.papamoarotaryclub.co.nz&umid=9b4130a1-945c-4d2d-aa7d-9a1392d1b6df&rct=1772147377&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-af5b3b7b42fff6640d7dfade5b66715444b4ab31
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.sonicsurfcraft.co.nz&umid=9b4130a1-945c-4d2d-aa7d-9a1392d1b6df&rct=1772147377&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-234b13811e80b1a44a2016c095224ea1b404fcbd
https://raceone.com.au/

