
 

PSLSC MEMBER NEWSLETTER 

2 April 2026 

As the summer season winds down, this update focuses on finishing strong — celebrating our 
programmes, wrapping up patrols, and looking ahead to what’s next. 
 

AT A GLANCE 

• Brand review update: Survey closed — next steps underway over winter. 
• Junior Surf season wrapped: Prizegiving celebrates an awesome summer and our award 

winners. 
• End of season patrol & celebration: Final volunteer patrol on Monday 6 April (Easter Monday), 

followed by end-of-season celebrations (RSVP required). 
• Rookies finish strong: A great season capped off with the Eastern Region Rookie Challenge. 
• Pāpāmoa at Aussies 2026: Our Youth and Open athletes take on the Gold Coast and do the club 

proud. 

. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FEEDBACK 

 
A huge thank you to everyone who took the time to complete our recent brand review survey. We really 
appreciate the care, insight and honesty you brought to the process. Every response is valuable, and we’re 
grateful to each person who contributed. The survey has now closed, and we’re moving into the next phase. 
 

What happens next? 

Over the quieter winter months, we’ll take the time to carefully review the information, themes and 
perspectives we’ve gathered. Using what we’ve heard, we’ll develop a clear set of recommendations and 
next steps, with the aim of having a well-considered plan and agreed actions in place as we head into the 
next summer season. Your feedback will help shape what comes next, and as the process progresses we’ll 
keep our club whānau informed and share updates along the way. 



. 

JUNIOR SURF PRIZEGIVING – SEASON WRAPPED! 

 
. 

 
From fun summer sessions and joint trainings to 
finishing the season with an epic Club Champs, 
it’s been great to see confidence grow and skills 
really start to shine. 

 

A huge thanks to our amazing coaches, committee, volunteers and families who make Junior Surf such a 
positive, supportive and fun environment. We recently wrapped up another awesome season with our annual 
prizegiving, celebrating all the effort, growth and achievements of our young clubbies - a big congratulations 
to all of our award winners! 
Read more here… 

 

SPRINT TRACK UPGRADE 
A big thank you to Jarad Davis from our amazing 
sponsor Aquaholics Ltd, who generously donated a 
large amount of PVC pipe so we could create 
professional-looking sprint tracks for our Club 
Champs.  
 
Clubbie Jamie Mardon also kindly gave up time to 
colour-coordinate the tracks, meaning Junior Surf 
now has some very sharp-looking sprint lanes ready 
for future events. 

 

https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fpapamoalifeguards.co.nz%2flatest%2dnews%2fjunior%2dsurf%2dprizegiving%2dwrapup&umid=c9d427a7-5834-4350-a270-c926c1111759&rct=1775123102&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-cdc23b6bdde439f64ba0aaf44099d9eb860b2895
https://www.facebook.com/AquaholicsLtd


This kind of support — people lending skills, resources and a bit of creative thinking — is exactly what helps 
Junior Surf run smoothly and gives our kids the best possible experience. Thanks to both Jarad and Jamie 
for stepping up and backing our Junior Surf programme — we’re incredibly grateful. 

. 

LIFEGUARDING 

 

END OF SEASON PATROL & CELEBRATION – MONDAY 6 APRIL 

Monday 6 April (Easter Monday) is the final volunteer patrol day for the season, and we’d love to bring 
everyone together to celebrate another great summer on the beach. 

 

All lifeguards, patrol support and Rookies are 
warmly invited to join us after patrol for a relaxed 
end-of-season catch-up — pizzas will be provided 
and the bar will open from 4pm as patrol wraps up. 
Come along, share a few stories from the season, 
and enjoy a well-deserved break with your crew. 
 
Please remember to RSVP to the email invitation. 

 

IMPORTANT – GROUP PHOTO 

Please bring your lifeguard, patrol support or Rookie uniform for our annual group photo. We’ll aim to do this 
at 4pm sharp, so everyone can change and relax into the rest of the afternoon — thank you! 

QUICK REMINDERS – OPPORTUNITIES COMING UP 

 

IRB Crew Training – Expressions of Interest 
Open 
 
Interested in learning IRB crewing? Expressions of 
interest are now open for the next IRB Crew Training 
course. 
 
Enquiries and EOI: Ryan Hohneck – 
rhohneck@gmail.com 

 

mailto:rhohneck@gmail.com


 

Wāhine on Water – Saturday 20 June 
 
The female-led Wāhine on Water IRB skills day is 
returning to the Eastern Region this winter. Open to 
all lifeguarding levels, this is a supportive, hands-on 
“have a go” day for wahine keen to try IRB crewing or 
driving. 
 
Register: Candidates, instructors, mentors, and 
helpers welcome CLICK HERE to register 

 

 

Stay in the Loop 
 
Are you following the SLSNZ | Eastern Region 
Facebook page?  
 
This is where course information and registrations 
are shared — add it to your favourites so you don’t 
miss any updates. 

 

. 

ROOKIES 

 

https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fforms.office.com%2fr%2fYr1WwURnJw&umid=c9d427a7-5834-4350-a270-c926c1111759&rct=1775123102&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-14c503f6f0c7855f6e476d6eb7037b691aa1435d
https://www.facebook.com/slsnzeasternregion


ROOKIES FINISH THE SEASON STRONG 

Huge congratulations to our Rookie Lifeguards who wrapped up a great season and took part in the Eastern 
Region Rookie Challenge at Ōmanu. From learning lifesaving skills to working as a team with their mates, 
this group showed fantastic commitment all summer. 

 

Rookie Hunter Jones encourages others to give the programme a go: 
 
“Definitely get into it — it’s a great opportunity to learn new skills, build 
knowledge about the beach and water, and gain first aid skills.” 
 
If you’ve got a child turning 12 or 13 this year, this is their opportunity 
to join the Rookie Lifeguarding programme and start their pathway 
toward becoming a fully qualified lifeguard.  

 

Hear more from Rookie Hunter Jones and read the full season wrap-up: Read more here…  
 
Thinking about joining Rookies? Find out more about the programme on our website: More info here…  

. 

SENIOR SURF SPORTS 

 

AUSSIES 2026 – PĀPĀMOA PROUD ON THE GOLD COAST 

 
.  

. 
 

https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fpapamoalifeguards.co.nz%2flatest%2dnews%2frookie%2dlifeguards%2dfinish%2dthe%2dseason%2dstrong&umid=c9d427a7-5834-4350-a270-c926c1111759&rct=1775123102&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-621fc20cf822833a876f565d8186c8d5f215d731
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fpapamoalifeguards.co.nz%2flifeguarding%2frookie%2dlifeguarding&umid=c9d427a7-5834-4350-a270-c926c1111759&rct=1775123102&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-9453d51b69636403f831a3ae8c64955ddf025972


 

What an incredible experience for our small 
Pāpāmoa team competing at the 2026 Australian 
Surf Life Saving Championships at North Kirra. From 
first-time Youth Champs athletes to our Open 
competitors, everyone showed grit, resilience and 
pride while racing against huge international fields in 
challenging conditions. 

 

Highlights included Caitlyn Strange reaching the U14 Female Beach Sprints final, strong performances 
across Youth and Open events, and reconnecting with our Australian-based clubbies racing on the Gold 
Coast. Read more here… 

. 

Thank you to our sponsors below who make all our 
programmes possible. 

 
www.gjgardner.co.nz 

 
www.aquaholics.co.nz 

 
www.guildspence.co.nz 

 

 
www.jbwere.co.nz 

 
www.mitre10.co.nz 

 

https://papamoalifeguards.co.nz/latest-news/aussies-2026-papamoa-proud-on-the-gold-coast
https://www.gjgardner.co.nz/
https://aquaholics.co.nz/
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.guildspence.co.nz&umid=c9d427a7-5834-4350-a270-c926c1111759&rct=1775123102&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-9998cecc14424cef7318b6f0f35ec892dabaed71
https://www.jbwere.co.nz/
www.mitre10.co.nz
http://www.jarden.co.nz/
http://www.mitre10.co.nz/
http://www.paknsave.co.nz/


www.legacyfunerals.co.nz 
 

 
www.bodyinmotion.co.nz 

 
www.cmtexcavations.co.nz 

 
www.paknsave.co.nz 

 

 
www.palmsprings.co.nz  

www.eves.co.nz  
www.fultonswimschool.co.nz 

 

 
www.papamoarotaryclub.co.nz 

 
www.sonicsurfcraft.co.nz 

 
www.raceone.com.au 

 

 
 

https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.legacyfunerals.co.nz&umid=c9d427a7-5834-4350-a270-c926c1111759&rct=1775123102&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-58a8bbb4c1e78d5e0029010a0d66a188933b842a
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=www.bodyinmotion.co.nz&umid=c9d427a7-5834-4350-a270-c926c1111759&rct=1775123102&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-a9ec2dd82498e2b8917abe719290db70fa15ea01
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=www.cmtexcavations.co.nz&umid=c9d427a7-5834-4350-a270-c926c1111759&rct=1775123102&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-1bd6d945b5dcc82119d45e1a92aa3aa644ed2236
www.paknsave.co.nz
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=www.palmsprings.co.nz&umid=c9d427a7-5834-4350-a270-c926c1111759&rct=1775123102&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-8f01286b2d34d090542dcdf4fbc175263b33ad2a
http://www.eves.co.nz/
https://www.fultonswimschool.co.nz/papamoa/
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=www.papamoarotaryclub.co.nz&umid=c9d427a7-5834-4350-a270-c926c1111759&rct=1775123102&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-e4ea683095220fb03da825c2ad81eb51c417cbb7
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.sonicsurfcraft.co.nz&umid=c9d427a7-5834-4350-a270-c926c1111759&rct=1775123102&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-e697081e475064f86d16d9d4806bd854b67b7b91
https://raceone.com.au/
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.bodyinmotion.co.nz&umid=c9d427a7-5834-4350-a270-c926c1111759&rct=1775123102&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-c7ff1c8422b0b167f9db6bf3b2a525ba8cc3ec2c
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.cmtexcavations.co.nz&umid=c9d427a7-5834-4350-a270-c926c1111759&rct=1775123102&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-6959726c9466f80b070792ed7dc2f0e2dd3de71e
http://www.paknsave.co.nz/
http://www.eves.co.nz/
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.papamoarotaryclub.co.nz&umid=c9d427a7-5834-4350-a270-c926c1111759&rct=1775123102&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-3eb3873d28da3c66ecf3e0d5059c8004040bcd25
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.sonicsurfcraft.co.nz&umid=c9d427a7-5834-4350-a270-c926c1111759&rct=1775123102&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-e697081e475064f86d16d9d4806bd854b67b7b91
https://raceone.com.au/

