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As we head towards winter, Pool Rescue registrations are now open, kicking off one of our biggest 
off-season programmes and a great way to stay involved during the cooler months. Behind the scenes, 
Junior Surf is already busy planning for next season, and we’re gearing up for our working bee to get the 
club shipshape for summer. 
 
We’re also excited to share that the Oceans Festival of Junior Lifesaving is returning to Pāpāmoa in 2027! 
After stepping up to host this year’s event, we’re ready to do it all again — so lock in 25–28 February 2027. 
It’ll take our whole club community, and we can’t wait to go bigger, better, and even more memorable. 
 
With plenty happening across the club, it’s a great time to stay active, build skills, and stay connected. 
 
 

AT A GLANCE 

• End of Season Club Clean Up – Sunday 17 May from 1pm 
• Thank You – Vowles family support acknowledged 
• Worlds Pathway – Junior Black Fins campaign squad announced 
• Pool Rescue – Registrations now open – don’t miss out! 
• Junior Surf – Help shape next season by joining the committee 
• Lifeguarding – New guards, course info, IRB training & RWC qualifications 
• ER Junior Guard School – Applications close 31 May 
• Senior Surf Sport – Winter training underway 

. 

WORKING BEE - HAVE YOU SIGNED UP YET? 

 
As we wrap up another busy season, we’re calling on our amazing members and supporters to help freshen 
up the club at our End of Season Club Clean Up. 



 

The afternoon has been broken into several key work areas, each with a lead person coordinating tasks. 
This makes it easy to jump in where you’re most comfortable and helps everything run smoothly. Whether 
you can lend a hand for the afternoon or just an hour, every bit of help makes a difference. Afternoon tea 
will be provided as a thank you for your efforts. 
 
Please use this Google Form to let us know where you’re able to help:  
 
End of Season Club Clean Up Registration Form 
 
Let’s work together to get the club looking its best and ready for the next season — we’d love to see you 
there. 

. 

  

https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fforms.gle%2fP6r8YvZZEmaPhxFJA&umid=d08ac160-dddc-4e9b-8e1a-3505cecdd3f4&rct=1778200637&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-2d6dc20b38604aabcf6363a1e3b29cca00e6b110


THANK YOU TO THE VOWLES FAMILY 

 
The Pāpāmoa Surf Life Saving Club would like to sincerely thank the Vowles family for their outstanding 
generosity and long-standing support. 
 
Since 2017, the Vowles family has donated more than $150,000, helping fund the day-to-day operation of 
the club, particularly our lifeguarding services. Their contributions have ensured we have the equipment and 
resources needed to keep our beach community safe. 
 
This support has included funding key operational costs and previously enabling the purchase of a jetski, 
significantly strengthening our rescue capability. 
 
What makes this support especially meaningful is that the Vowles family does not have a direct connection 
to the club. Living across the road from the beach, they have simply wanted to see surf lifesaving at 
Pāpāmoa continue to thrive and protect the community. 
 
On behalf of our members, lifeguards, volunteers, and the wider community — thank you. Your generosity 
continues to make a real and lasting difference. 

. 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS PATHWAY 

 
Congratulations to Amelie Pearson and Luke Gillbanks, who have been named in Surf Life Saving New 
Zealand’s Junior Black Fins World Championships campaign squad for 2026. This selection places them in 
contention for the final team to compete at the Lifesaving World Championships in Port Elizabeth, South 
Africa later this year. 
Read more here... 

 

. 

https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fpapamoalifeguards.co.nz%2flatest%2dnews%2fpapamoa%2dathletes%2dnamed%2din%2djunior%2dblack%2dfins%2dsquad&umid=d08ac160-dddc-4e9b-8e1a-3505cecdd3f4&rct=1778200637&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-07d8bada00597d0c30508400a8db0a72f1f27f8e


POOL RESCUE  

 
Our 2026 Pool Rescue Programme is now open for registrations, and we’re looking forward to another 
great winter season in the pool. 

 
. 

 
. 

 
. 

 

Open to all club members aged 10 years and over (as at 30 September 2026), Pool Rescue is a fun and 
social way to stay fit, build confidence, and develop essential rescue skills during the off-season. 
 
Whether you're a junior, senior, or masters member, the programme offers something for everyone. 
Sessions are skills-focused, so a base level of swimming ability is required — but you don’t need to be a 
competitive swimmer to get involved. 
 
Competition opportunities are available for those who are keen, but racing is completely optional — many 
members join simply for the fitness, skills, and team environment. 
 
It’s always a popular programme, so don’t miss out on what promises to be another fun season. 
 
CLICK HERE for more details on Pool Rescue and to register.  
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https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fpapamoalifeguards.co.nz%2fsurf%2dsports%2fpool%2drescue&umid=d08ac160-dddc-4e9b-8e1a-3505cecdd3f4&rct=1778200637&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-00ae7157ae42eae24cda363d459a9a366b4d8ea1


JUNIOR SURF 

 

THANK YOU & LOOKING AHEAD 

A big thank you to everyone who completed the Junior Surf Survey – we really value your feedback. We’re 
now pulling together the results and working on improvements for next season. 

 

Now’s the perfect time to get involved in shaping what’s next. We’d 
love more people on the Junior Surf Committee, especially as 
planning gets underway. If you’re unsure, come along to a session 
with no commitment and see if it’s for you. Every bit of help counts, 
even small contributions. If you’re keen, email 
juniorsurf@papamoalifeguards.co.nz  
 
Congratulations to Nancy Howard, who won the $50 petrol voucher – 
it’s on its way! Thanks, Nancy, for your thoughtful feedback on Junior 
Surf – we really appreciated it. 

 

. 

LIFEGUARDING 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEWLY QUALIFIED 
LIFEGUARDS 
We’re proud to congratulate our newest qualified lifeguards who have 
recently completed their exams and are now ready to step onto patrol 
when the season begins again in spring. This is a fantastic 
achievement and reflects the hard work and commitment each has 
shown throughout their training. We’re looking forward to seeing them 
on patrol next season — well done! 
Pictured from left: Lester Young, Alexandra Atelemo and Drew 
Heatley. 

 

mailto:juniorsurf@papamoalifeguards.co.nz


 

IRB CREW TRAINING WELL UNDERWAY 
IRB crew training is in full swing, with plenty of members jumping in 
the boat and giving it a go. Sessions have covered crew pick-ups, sea 
anchors, and flipped boat recovery. 
Challenging conditions in recent weeks have made for tough but 
valuable training, and it’s been great to see the effort and 
commitment from everyone involved. 
A huge thank you to our instructors for giving up their Sunday 
mornings — your time and expertise are greatly appreciated. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEW RWC OPERATORS 

Please join us in congratulating Mason Bollee and Marama Mateparae, who have achieved their RWC 
(Rescue Water Craft / Jet Ski) Operators Qualification in Raglan. The RWC pathway requires significant 
commitment, including inductions, structured training, and many logged hours. Both have worked incredibly 
hard to reach this milestone, and we look forward to seeing them using these skills on patrol next season. 

 
Mason Bollee 

 
Marama Mateparae 

 

 

ER JUNIOR GUARD SCHOOL – APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN 
The Eastern Region Junior Guard School is back for its sixth year, 
offering an excellent opportunity for lifeguards aged 14–16 to develop 
skills, train alongside peers from other clubs, and build lifelong 
connections. Held right here in Pāpāmoa, it's an opportunity not to be 



missed. Registrations close 31 May 2026. CLICK HERE for more 
details. 

 

 

THINKING ABOUT LIFEGUARDING NEXT SEASON? 
If you’re considering lifeguarding for the 2026–27 season, now is the 
time to start planning. There will only be one lifeguard exam this year, 
so this is your opportunity to patrol from the start of the season.  
Junior Surf parents: this is a great way to get involved alongside your 
kids, stay fit, and directly support the Junior Surf programme. We 
need parents to step up as lifeguards to help run and grow Junior Surf. 
For more information, CLICK HERE to visit our website or contact: 
lifeguards@papamoalifeguards.co.nz 

 

. 

SENIOR SURF SPORTS 

 

Senior winter training is now underway, but it’s not too late to get 
involved if you’re 14 years or older. Training schedules, event details, 
and upcoming carnivals can all be found on our website.  
Find out more here... 

 

. 

Thank you to our sponsors below who make all our programmes possible... 

 
www.aquaholics.co.nz 

 
www.guildspence.co.nz 

 
www.jbwere.co.nz 

 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1609330043667580/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5B%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22attachment%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%7D%5D%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fpapamoalifeguards.co.nz%2flifeguarding%2fbecome%2da%2dlifeguard&umid=d08ac160-dddc-4e9b-8e1a-3505cecdd3f4&rct=1778200637&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-0a79d6df142a3a7ffd7758ee1e9fa77b9ca230c6
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https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fpapamoalifeguards.co.nz%2fsurf%2dsports%2fsenior%2dsurf%2dsports&umid=d08ac160-dddc-4e9b-8e1a-3505cecdd3f4&rct=1778200637&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-618823e94ffc7451beee5f52f00f390637eb4557
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2faquaholics.co.nz&umid=d08ac160-dddc-4e9b-8e1a-3505cecdd3f4&rct=1778200637&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-80268df346fbf2108556a381ee6f470cbf9f6f7c
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.guildspence.co.nz&umid=d08ac160-dddc-4e9b-8e1a-3505cecdd3f4&rct=1778200637&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-d1d64b01abfd77d9db9523a1748a10ce3df33783
https://www.jbwere.co.nz/
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.aquaholics.co.nz&umid=d08ac160-dddc-4e9b-8e1a-3505cecdd3f4&rct=1778200637&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-2fab5c961604e882dce6220d7d626e38ca77b26c
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.guildspence.co.nz&umid=d08ac160-dddc-4e9b-8e1a-3505cecdd3f4&rct=1778200637&auth=be909f66fd44357a518f8c879cea5400eb9804b4-d1d64b01abfd77d9db9523a1748a10ce3df33783
https://www.jbwere.co.nz/


 
www.legacyfunerals.co.nz 

 
www.mitre10.co.nz 

 
www.paknsave.co.nz 

 

 
www.bodyinmotion.co.nz 

 
www.cmtexcavations.co.nz 

 
www.eves.co.nz 

 

 
www.gjgardner.co.nz 

 
www.fultonswimschool.co.nz  

www.papamoarotaryclub.co.nz 
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